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CHARLES ROBERT DARWIN (1809-1882) 


A rational approach featuring faith in Man, his power to solve his own problems, 
and his ability to build a better world for a glorious future. 
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Confidentially Speaking 


oe  laalindiad 


Do You Talk To Yourself? 


It is not considered a compliment when our friends 
tell us that we have gotten into the habit of talking to 
ourselves, but actually most of us Liberals are guilty of 
that very habit. That is not to say that we are the only 
ones who are thus guilty, of course, but since we do like 
to flatter ourselves that we act rationally, we should not 
fee] exactly proud of. ourselves on that score. 

By this time you have probably guessed what | am 
implying. It does seem to be a tendency, and almost a 
habit, with most organizztions to content themselves with 
just talking to themselves and re-converting themselves. 
It is a safe guess, for instance, that 99% of the readers 
and subscribers to our American Rationalist magazine 
are “Convinced Rationalists’’, Freethinkers, 
Secularists or other Liberals. Yet just how best to share 
Rationalism with our friends seems to be our problem. 

It has been suggested that each subscriber, in ad- 
dition to his own subscription, send the magazine to 
some good friend or acquaintance and thus introduce 
him or her to The Rationalist for a full year. Incidentally, 
if all subscribers did this, it would automatically double 
the circulation of the American Rationalist and we would 
no longer be talking to ourselves. 

It was also suggested by your Editor in this column 
of the March-April issue that by broadening the subject- 
matter both the movement could 
naturally interest new readers and attract new subscribers. 
Particularly such closely related subjects as human sur- 
vival, world peace, population control, physical and 
mental health, separation of Church and State, and our 
other Constitutional freedoms which are so essential to 
the very existence of all such minority groups as ours. 
Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes has elaborated on this in his 
challenging article, ““A Dynamic Program’, in the pre- 
ceding July-August issue of this magazine. He points out 
that this does not mean that each liberal organization 
should establish special agencies for the purpose of 
promoting these various programs but rather that the 
members of any particular group should actively cooperate 
with such agencies as are already established and operat- 
ing in any given community. Thus new contacts are made 
with potential new members and subscribers, they soon 
find themselves sharing and enjoying our Rationalist 
literature, and again we are no longer just talking to 


ourselves. — The EDITOR. 


Humanists, 


the magazine and 


2 « 


The American Rationalist 








THE AMERICAN 


RATIONALIST 


Published Bi-monthly 








VOL. 4 SEPT. - OCT., 1959 NO. 3 








YEAR TWO OF THE SPACE AGE 


Second Class Postage Paid 
at Chicago, Illinois. 


EDITOR: 
LOWELL H. COATE, Ph.D., LL.D. 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS: 
ARTHUR B. HEWSON 
ELDON SCHOLL 
EDD DOERR 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: 
IRA D. CARDIFF, Ph.D. 
JOHN J. KESSLER, Ph.D. 
WILLIAM E. ZEUCH, Ph.D. 
MARIUS HANSOME, Ph.D. 
GEORGE A. FINK, Ph.D. 
ARTHUR E. BRIGGS, Ph.D 
VITALI NEGRI, Ph.D. 


ART EDITOR: 
OTTOKAR SOUKUP 


BOOK REVIEWS: 
HARRY E. MONGOLD 
NAN MONGOLD 
KAY VINING 


EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENT: 
DAVE SHIPPER 


ADVERTISING MANAGER: 
EUGENE HOFFMAN 


CIRCULATION MANAGER: 
BOYD WAMACK 


MANAGING EDITOR AND PUBLISHER: 
VICTOR CEJKA 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST is published bi- 
monthly by the Rationalist Association, Inc., a 
non-profit organization at 2218 St. Lovis Ave., 
St. Lovis 6, Missouri. Publication office: 4124 
W. 26th St., Chicago 23, Ill. All correspondence, 
manuscripts, subscriptions, book orders, etc., 
should be directed to the American Rationalist, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lowis 6, Mo. Manu- 
scripts accepted for publication are subject to 
editing or condensation. Printed articles may be 
used by other publications unless otherwise 
specified, provided proper credit is given to The 
American Rationalist. All articles and editorials 
do not necessarily present the policy, views, or 
opinions of the staff of The American Rational- 
ist, but are opinions of individual contributors. 


BUNDLE ORDERS: 5-24 copies and more, 25c 
each; 25 copies and more, 20c each. 


SUBSCRIPTION: $2 PER YEAR, THE WORLD 
OVER. Advertising rates furnished upon request. 








contents: 


CONFIDENTIALLY 

SPEAKING 2 
IDEALS ARE PROVED 

IN ACTION 

an Editorial 3 
JOHN KESSLER ANSWERS 

CHARLES SMITH 6 
TWO GREAT MEN: 

DARWIN AND LINCOLN 


by Ira D. Cardiff 7 
GOD IS A CRIMINAL 

by Vitali Negri 11 
PROGRESS FROM FAILURE 

by William E. Zeuch 14 
EVOLUTION VS. RELIGION 

by Oscar Riddle 16 
HUMANISM AND POETRY 

by Corliss Lamont 17 
IS RELIGION USEFUL? 

by Martin L. Bunge 17 


CONFORMISM AND 
AMERICA’S FUTURE 
by Edd Doerr 18 
READERS’ FORUM 20 
A COMMISSAR FOR 
DEVIATION IN AMERICA 


by Otto Pauls 22 
BOOKS 23 
WIDE, WIDE MOVEMENT 

by Eldon Scholl 25 
QUOTUS... 28 
HEAVENLY HUMOR 29 
HUMANISM AND GOD 

by Hector Hawton 30 





the pic on the cover 


Charles Robert Darwin (1809- 
1882), was the discoverer of 
Natural Selection. After 14 years 
spent in collecting material he 
published the famous “Origin of 
Species” in 1858, and the “Descent 
of Man” in 1871. He was still a 
theist when he wrote the Origin 
of Species, and clerical writers 
sometimes dishonestly quote his 
references to the creator to prove 


his views. His son, Sir F. Dar- 
win, who wrote the “Life and 
Letters” (3 volumes, 1887), very 


carefully traces his developments 
and shows that he thought little 
about religion before 1870 and 
then became and remained to the 
end an Agnostic. Of his sons, Sir 
Francis became a leading botanist, 
Sir George Howard a distinguished 
astronomer (Professor of Astro- 
nomy at Cambridge), and the two 
others successful engineers. All 
were Agnostics. 


AN EDITORIAL 





HOW TO TEST OUR VALUES 


Ideals Are Proved In Action 


It is very easy for us as Rationalists (including Free- 
thinkers, Humanists and Secularists) to talk about our ideals, 
about our values, but the more important thing is what we 
intend to do about them. Rationalist thinking is well and 
good and must precede all else. We need to think through, 
and to think through soundly, to our ideals, to our values. 
We must establish our ideals. But if we arrive at ideals, if 
we establish values, and then stop at that point, of what 
significance, of what earthly good, are we both as individuals 
and as members of a group? If we arrive at ethical conclusions 
based on deep feeling and sound thought, and then do 
absolutely nothing about them, are we not in exactly the 
same position as those who have an abundance of faith but 
lack any works? As has been said many times through 
the centuries, “Faith without works is dead.” 

As Rationalists must we not also say that ideals and 
values, without any effort at all to implement them, are dead? 
Ethics as ethics; ethics as talk talk, talk; ethics as just preach- 
ing; ethics without a constant and sincere effort to realize 
ideals and values in a positive way by action are useless. It 
is only when and as we act on our ideals and values that 
we are worthy of consideration as significant individuals and 
as dynamic groups. Psychologically, if a person is repeatedly 
educated up to a point of action and fails to act, he soon 
becomes incapable of action. 

As Rationalists and as members of Rationalist Groups 
we need from time to time to stop and take stock of our 
values and ideals, then ask ourselves just what we have done 
about them. Perhaps we start by asking ourselves whether 
we have been just spouting ideals and values and have lacked 
the courage to think through to a program of action to carry 
out our ideals and our values. We all know persons, probably, 
who call themselves Rationalists who refuse to formulate or 
to propose any line of action economically, politically, even 
socially. They refuse to take a positive stand on measures 
aimed at preventing or correcting: economic ills. They avoid 
favoring any line of action to stamp out political corruption. 
They do not want to suggest any concrete program for solv- 
ing pressing social problems. They call all proposals for action 
“controversial’’ and seek to avoid such proposals like they 
would avoid a plague. 

Now the truth is that any ideal or any value proves 
itself: only in action. Any so-called ideal and any so-called 
value whose sponsors refuse to submit to the test of action is 
sterile and useless and without any significance whatsoever. 
The proof of the pudding is always in the eating. The proof 
of an ideal, of a value, lies in the specific ways and means 
that men devise to bring it into being, to make of it a reality. 
Then we judge its worth by asking ourselves whether it 
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we rks. 


Any ideal or value that cannot be made to work 
for mankind is worthless for all practical purposes. 
Some Current Illustrations 

Let us be concrete and specific in illustrating just what 
we mean. Let us consider some of our ideals and values and 
see just where we would be if we refused to take action. 
Let us begin by taking up a problem that is very much in 
the public eye these days. | refer to the matter of over- 
population. Rationalists the world over want the best possible 
quality of human beings in the best possible world. They do 
not approve of the marriage of morons or of the mentally 
unfit. They do not think that parents should bring children 
into the world unless they are physically and _ psychically 
healthy and economically able to care for them. How absurd 
and how foolish we would be, as Rationalists, if we did not 
seek ways and means of implementing these ideals of ours. 
We are bound to be on record and to work toward restrictive 
measures concerning the marriage of morons, of the insane, 
and of the incurably diseased. We are bound to be for 
planned parenthood for those who wish to restrict the number 
of their children to within their means. We would be foolishly 
inconsistent if we did not do all we could within our means 
to help the over-populated areas or countries of the world 
such as China, India, and Japan to set up birth-control clinics 
to avoid over-population, malnutrition and starvation. 

Rationalists also believe that no man and no nation 
should rule another without his or their consent. We are in 
a period when subject peoples are trying to throw off the yoke. 
In the Western world we call these subject peoples colonies. 
In the eastern area we call them satellite nations. Colonies 
and satellites are doing all in their power to become free. 
Would you suggest that Rationalists, in view of this struggle 
now going on, see nothing, hear nothing, say nothing, like 
the monkeys in the well-known tableau? Should we refuse 
to help those who are struggling to be free? Should we 
turn our backs on the refugees flooding into the western 
world, on the grounds that we should not sully our ideals 
with action? 

Again, here in the United States we have a problem of 
the relation of Church and State. Rationalists have ideals 
regarding such relationship. Shall we merely state our ideals 
and then do nothing to try to get those ideals enforced as 
well as incorporated into the laws of the land? 


Action on Controversial Issues 

Now let us ask ourselves whether population control, 
colonialism, and the relation of Church and State are con- 
troversial subjects. All will agree that they most certainly 
are. But do we hesitate, and have we hesitated, on that ac- 
count, to make our position clear? Have we hesitated to 
participate in positive action, or to cooperate with other 
individuals or with other groups of like mind, concerning 
them? 

As Rationalists we have denounced supernaturalism. We 
have said that true Rationalism is a constant search, a con- 
tinuous quest, on the part of the individuals and of groups, 
to find the values of the ideal life. It is a “this world” 
program. It is a man-centered philosophy. It accepts science 
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Clerical Candidate 
Maintains Tradition 


Lar Daly, one of the first avow- 
ed clerical candidates in many 
years, was adding color to the 
time-honored tradition that no Pro- 
testant can be nominated for may- 
or of Chicago. 


Both major candidates, Richard 
Daley, Democrat and Tim Sheehan, 
Republican, were Catholic. But the 
campaign had developed still a 
third candidate, Lar Daly, who 
was out-Catholicing everybody else 
on the tickets. (His name appeared 
on both Republican and Democrat 
tickets). 


Candidate Daly’s campaign was 
pitched to Papal doctrines and 
made a frank appeal for the 
“Catholic vote.” He favored turn- 
ing education over to the church. 
“Let churches and private corpora- 
tions educate America’s youth — 
abolish all public education; it 
produces mainly a godless child. 
Vote for Lar (America First) 
Daly for Mayor of Chicago. If 
elected I will close all the public 
schools. .. .” 


Other points in Lar Daly’s plat- 
form were the ending of public 
low-cost housing and the legaliz- 
ing of gambling. For a TV program 
he used a crucifix as a stage prop. 
His two daughters opened the tele- 
cast with a hymn to the Virgin 
Mary. Prominent among the heroes 
whose pictures are displayed in 
connection with Daly’s campaign 
is that of the late Senator Joseph 
McCarthy. But he also features 
Abraham Lincoln, George Wash- 
ington and General Douglas Mac 
Arthur in his retinue of alleged 
supporters. In some appearances, 
Daly shows up wearing an “Uncle 
Sam” top hat and a false goatee. 


Lar Daly has become a “cause 
celebre” by working the “equal 
time” gimmick on TV programing 
to the limit—and beyond. Though 
the press referred to Daly as a 
“crackpot” — and even President 
Eisenhower at his March 18 press 
conference derided the practice, TV 
stations were giving candidate Lar 
Daly choice TV spots under the 
“equal time” rule. 


Listeners and viewers of the Lar 
Daly propaganda were suggesting 
a better name for his clerical- 
fascist program — not America 
First but Vatican First. 


—Church and State 





Harry Truman 
Draws Bead On 
HUAC And Oaths 


The House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Commitee, loyalty oaths 
and witch hunts drew the full 
measure of our former President 
Harry Truman’s lethal eloquence 
during an address at UCLA. 


The HUAC is “the most Un- 
American thing in America,” Mr. 
Truman pointed out, in tracing the 
history of hysteria in the United 
States since its pre-Revolutionary 
days. 

“Loyalty oaths,’ he 
foolish things.” 


“You know what witch hunting 
is. You had quite a time with it 
at this university awhile back. The 
university is the best judge of the 
integrity of its teachers. It is far 
better for universities to police 
themselves than to subject them 
to police censorship,” said Mr. 
Truman. 


said, “are 


At a press conference following 
his speech, he aso slammed at- 
tempts to weaken or revise the 
protection of the Fifth Amend- 
ment. Even though its use may 
at times be abused, the Fifth 
Amendment should not be chang- 
ed in the slightest degree, Mr. 
Truman said. 


INCREASED FREE-FLOWING 
TRADE is vitally essential if the 
world is to be preserved from 
tyranny. When U.S. industries 
declare they believe in free enter- 
prise but block the flow of trade, 
they are declaring that free enter- 
prise is only for themselves. When- 
ever trade doors are closed against 
such countries as Japan, Italy, 
France and many others that must 
trade or starve, many more doors 
are thrown open between these 
countries and the Russian orbit. 
Nearly all economists preach that 
worldwide free enterprise would 
do what free trade does within the 
States of one nation— encourage 
inventiveness, stimulate new prod- 
ucts and new markets. There is 
much evidence that trade barriers 
protect craftsmen and merchants 
temporarily only — while destroy- 
ing their future security. Sharing 
can only shower its benefits on 
mankind in proportion to the faith 
and love we use in applying it. 


—Charles A, Wells 


as an attitude of the mind and as a method by which Man 
can test and further the values proposed for. achieving the 
good life. 

Look about you and ask yourself whether belief in the 
supernatural is a controversial subject. Yet, as Rationalists, 
we do not hesitate for one moment to make our position 
clear and then proceed to take action by withdrawing our- 
selves from such groups as believe and advocate super- 
naturalism, and by setting up associations and centers of our 
own like-minded persons to promote our point of view. This 
is positive action based on ¢deals and values. 

In view of all this | ask what some leaders mean when 
they say that we should not take up controversial issues, that 
we should not take up economic, political and social problems 
and propose remedies, that we should not point out political 
corruption and back definite reforms, that we should not take 
up social issues and propose social changes for the betterment 
of our society? Is it that such leaders lack the courage of 
their ideals and values? How can such leaders ignore the 
fact that all along Rationalists and Humanists especially have 
taken a position and action on controversial issues? What 
makes some leaders so jittery in this matter? 
implement Our Ideals and Values 

Taking a stand on domestic and international issues of 
our time is not playing partisan politics. We live in a world 
where Rationalists and Humanists, if they are to be worthy 
of any respect at all, must take their ideals and values out 
of the ivory tower of inaction into the field of positive 
performance. Instead of retreating from proposed programs 
of action we should move forward more and more actively 
to participate in movements that are in line with our ideals 
and values. We should cooperate in every way with con- 
structive proposals that are working toward an implementation 
of our ideals and values. We should not move blindly or 
impulsively but with due consideration. 

There is a place for each one of us as individuals, and 
for the groups as a whole, on the local, state, national and 


international levels, to act our ideals and values. This is 
no time to fail to meet the challenges o: our city, our state, 
our nation and the world. Let us try to hearten the timid 


among us, to put backbone into those who are weak, to 
encourage those who are fearful. But do not let us fail to 
act the part of true Rationalists and Humanists in this hour, 


Poor Old God! 


Yes, poor old God, so helpless and alone! 
He cannot speak a word or lift a hand 
Though all his children beneath his throne 
Are forever lost for lack of his command. 
Ten thousand voices in confusion cry, 
Denying each the other’s faith and word, 
But never, never speaks their God on high. 
They beg for light, yet not a sound is heard. 
— Jack Bays 
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John Kessler Answers Charles Smith 


Charles Smith is Editor of the magazine, 
TRUTH SEEKER, claimed to be the oldest 
freethought magazine in America. 

His lead article in the May 1959 issue is 
titled: 

“Rationalism vs. Reason — Faith vs. Belief.”’ 

This paper, from a semantic point of view, 
is a curious exhibit of word confusion. | was 
attracted to it by a statement, “‘skilled seman- 
ticians often misuse the word reason.”’ 

In the first place semanticists do not call 
themselves semanticians. We have musicians, 
beauticians, morticians, but no semanticians. No 
semanticians, please, just semanticists. 

In the next place | challenge Mr. Smith to 
document his general sweeping statement that 
“semanticians often misuse the word reason.” 
Who? When? Where and How? I know 
many of the semantic leaders here and abroad. 
I know of none who do not accept the simple 
dictionary definition of “‘reason’’ both as a 
noun and as a verb: “The faculty of com- 
pounding, weighing, inferring, to discuss, to 
think in logical forms.”’ 

Mr. Smith puts the word Rationalism in 
antithesis to the word Reason. Both words, in 
reality stem from the same Latin, Ratio, which 
in its literal sense means, to weigh, to balance, 
to ponder and in its metaphorical sense to 
Rationalize, to Reason. 

Mr. Smith begins his 


sentence, 


polemic with the 
“Rationalism is dogmatic.” And 
further on, “Rationalism rejects Reason’’. 
Here he is only saying, Reasonism rejects 
Reason, a curious case history of semantic 
gobbledegook, full of resounding verbal camou- 
flage, a sheer tautology in reverse, meaning 
nothing. 

Mr. Smith attacks Dr. Lowell Coate’s edi- 
torial in the April 1959 issue of The American 
Rationalist, ‘Demonstrating Faith in Man’. — 
Now many readers took Dr. Coate’s article 
as a fine idealistic expression of a scientific 
statement. Here Mr. Smith's prejudices begin 
to show. “Prejudice is being down on some- 
thing you are not up on.’ He drags in the 
white race question, the segregation question. 
He shares the views of the White Citizen's 
Coucils in the south and the views of Senator 


Eastland. 

So we have the findings of the Anthro- 
pologists, the Social Psychologists and the So- 
ciologists on one side and Mr. Smith on the 
other. It is a curious brain quirk that lets Mr. 
Smith throw Rationalists, Humanists, Christians 
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and Communists in the same category, but it 
illustrates the wierd reasoning or rationalizing 
of the editor of the TRUTH SEEKER. | can- 
not think of a category for Mr. Smith. 

Semanticists have yet to find a word for a 
man who cuts up the English language to suit 
his fancy and then puts together the pieces 
to rationalize his own peculiar point of view. 
As a Truth Seeker | conclude that Mr. Smith 


is wandering in a verbal labrynth. 


Editor’s Note: Dr. John J. Kessler is President 
of the American Semantic Society and Editor of 
the magazine SEMANTIKA. His books and 
pamphlets on the subject include, The Three Hills 
of Semantika, Beyond Words, Changing Concepts 
in a Changing World, Etc. He is a contributing 
editor of The American Rationalist. He is a former 
Board Member of the American Humanist Ass’n, 
and a St. Louis Civic Leader with three civic awards 
for “Outstanding Contribution to Human Rights.” 


+. 
Chicago Tribune, 
Gentlemen: 

President Nathan M. Pusey, in his baccalaureate 
address at Harvard (6/8), characterized seculariz- 
ation as a world-powerful force and a “very serious 
stumbling block in our society’. 

On the contrary, secularization is the yeast of 
progress working within the groping consciousness 
of millions; ever seeking more adequate understand- 
ing of life and its purposes. 

Pusey further states that it “denotes a growing 
attachment to a way of life in which there is 
neither need nor place for religion”. If he means 
orthodox religion with its many conflicting inter- 
pretations of Christian mythology, he is quite right. 

However, our basic principles of morality and 
ethics owe little to institutionalized religion which 
ever has sought to fasten upon humankind a rigid 
pattern of beliefs; totally ignoring the fact that 
“the only permanent thing in the world is change”. 
These basic principles have been wrought out of 
centuries of human trial and error but the teach- 
ing of them always has been secondary to demand- 
ing acceptance of various creeds. 

Today’s situation closely parallels that which 
existed when the Olympian era died and the 
Christian era came to birth. The Roman world 
had outgrown the concepts of religion built around 
the gods of Mt. Olympus. 

In like manner, our current world has outgrown 
the fantastic concepts which Christianity’s many 
sects have related falsely to the young Jew of 
Nazareth. 

In terms of reality, the only certainty is that we 
are here —on Planet 3. Our experiences here have 
taught us that religion is a way of life — not a 
set of beliefs. It can be based upon one precept: 
“Put into every human relationship a little more 
than you expect to take out.” 

Let our churches jettison their obsolete creeds 
and their Billy Grahams and teach the facts of life. 

Arthur B. Hewson. 





SESQUICENTENNIAL OF TWO GREAT MEN ... 


DARWIN AND LINCOLN 


FEB. 


Few have made greater contributions to 
human welfare than the two we would honor 
this year on the sesquicentennial of their births 
—Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin. 
(2/12/1809). 


Near the end of the year 1899, a popular 
American magazine invited a number of emi- 
nent world thinkers, in wide and varied fields 
of intellectual activity, to send in a list of the 
ten CHIEF contributions to human thought dur- 
ing the nineteenth century. A comparison of 
the answers naturally revealed a wide varia- 
tion in opinions; the group, however, was 
unanimous upon one contribution—Darwin’'s 
“Origin of Species.”” Further, this was the only 
one upon which all agreed. 


Reflect for a moment upon the significance 
of such an accomplishment. It is doubtful if 
such a tribute, such a discriminating tribute, 
has ever been paid one of our fellow men be- 
fore or since. 


The theory of “Origin of Species” was given 
to the world just 100 years ago, when Darwin 
was 50 years old, At that time every college 
and university of any standing throughout the 
world celebrated this significant event. Cam- 
bridge University published a commemorative 
volume of 600 pages, “Darwin and Modern 
Science,” in honor of the occasion—29 ad- 
dresses, among which are tributes from the 
leading scholars of the world, not only in sci- 
ence, for the principle of evolution embraces 
more than the biological sciences. It had far- 
reaching effects upon sociology, economics, 
physics and chemistry, astronomy and geology, 
psychology, medicine, genetics, agriculture, 
education and philosophy. In fact, no field of 
human thought remained untouched by its ef 
fect. Not only was the method of thinking in 
these various fields greatly modified or trans- 
formed by the new principle, but it also gave 
a tremendous stimulus to investigation, especial- 
ly in the #ealm of life. The science of biology 
developed at a prodigious rate, and its allied 
branches, . medicine, genetics and agriculture, 
showed marvelous progress. The pragmatic 
value of the doctrine is tremendous. A con- 
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1959 
by IRA D. CARDIFF 


sideration of the field of nature upon any other 
principle results in intellectual chaos, Biological 
phenomena are inexplicable upon any other 
than an evolutionary basis. The human mind 
cannot be explained except upon a background 
of evolution, which should be thought of, not 
as something completed, not a static record of 
history, though in a sense it is both, but should 
be conceived as an ever continuing process. 


Darwins’ work marked the high spot in the 
renaissance of science in the mid nineteenth 
century. 

During the same memorable year, 1859, a 
young American Congressman, Justin Morrill, 
from Vermont, introduced a bill in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, to promote scientific 
education in the United States, where the sci- 
entific movement was just beginning to be ap- 
preciated. However, the Bible Belt was op- 
posed; though, after a hard battle, Morrill got 
his bill passed, the Southern contingent per- 
suaded President Buchanan to veto it. In the 
next Congress, 1861, Morrill again got his bill 
through both houses and it was promptly sign- 
ed by President Lincoln. The bill provided for 
a college or university in each state, to be sup- 
ported by the Federal Government from the 
public land fund. Thus these institutions came 
to be known as the Land Grant Colleges. They 
marked the beginning of higher education for 
the common man in the United States. Their 
standing and record today are a monument to 
Morrill and Lincoln, one of the first far-reach- 
ing contributions of the Civil War President, 
though he had given evidence of his wisdom 
and foresight as well as his honesty by his 
earlier opposition to human slavery, also op- 
position to the national aggression against 
Mexico. While in Congress a dozen years 
earlier, he had introduced a bill to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and he 
would frequently state: 

“Although volume upon volume is written 
to prove slavery a very good thing, we never 
hear of a man who wishes to take the good 
of it by being a slave himself.” 

Abraham Lincoln has been more generally 
honored, also more apotheosized, than any 
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other American. More than two _ thousand 
books have been written on Lincoln. As a re- 
sult, there exist today, TWO Lincolns—one the 
Lincoln of the progressive nineteenth century, 
the other a ninth century Lincoln created by 
an assortment of fiction writers, all bent on 
making Lincoln over, all born after Lincoln 
had passed out of the picture. Unfortunately, 
this Lincoln group often occupies the center of 
the stage, with the spotlight playing upon Lin- 
coln's post mortem conversion to Christianity. 

In addition to the thousands of books, still 
more has been said in public and semi-public 
addresses, The pundits and patriots who thus 
essay to edify the public are, for the most part, 
barristers and clerics—both ancient, honored, 
and held in high esteem—by themselves. They 
bear the reputation of being educated, though 
a type of education somewhat restricted and 
lacking in scientific outlook—a real handicap 
in this scientific age, yet to expatiate in other 
domains of thought they are ever ready. 

Probably the most significant environmental 
factor influencing the mental evolution of Lin- 
coln was William Herndon, for over twenty 
years Lincoln's law partner. Herndon was a 
likeable fellow and greatly admired Lincoln. 
Lincoln, in turn, had the utmost confidence in 
Herndon. Herndon was a student—a student 
more of philosophy than of law. His library on 
philosophical and scientific subjects was one of 
the best in the west. He kept abreast of the lat- 
est and best thought of the scholars of the day 
—read Origin of Species as soon as it was off 
the press. Not only read, but appreciated it. 
He was not only an inveterate reader, but a 
man of energy and force. His knowledge, 
therefore, was translated into action and his 
intellectual influence was felt among his as- 
sociates. Lincoln, who was not much of a read- 
er, absorbed much from Herndon to whom he 
constantly turned for advice upon intellectual 
matters. 

Several students who read law in the office 
of Lincoln and Herndon throw much light up- 
on this question. J. H. Littlefield, one of these 
students, says, “Outside of his law-tomes, | 
never noticed that Lincoln was much of a read- 
er... . Strange to say, the man who was 
destined within five years to liberate millions 
of negroes by a stroke of his pen, was not 
nearly so fervid an Abolitionist as his partner.” 
Charles Zane, whom Herndon advised “‘to keep 
out of politics until he had a practice, and then 
stay out in order to keep it,’’ says Herndon 
“was a rapid thinker, writer and speaker, and 
usually reached his conclusions quickly and ex- 
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pressed them forcibly and positively . . . . He 
never harbored ill will or malice toward any 
man, and if he ever had an enemy, | never 
knew it.”” H. B, Rankin states that often Lin- 
coln would stretch himself on the office cot and 
say, “Now, Billy, tell me about the books,” 
while Herndon would discourse by the hour 
upon philosophy and science. These students 
state that Herndon constantly endeavored to 
interest those about him in matters of general 
culture. 

Lincoln in a letter to Herndon (7/10/48) 
makes this significant statement, “You (i.e. 
Herndon) are far better informed on almost 
all subjects than I have ever been.” 

Nor was Herndon’s influence confined in the 
education of Lincoln. He, with his fiery zeal 
and immense energy, interested many of the 
anti-slavery leaders in Lincoln, not least among 
these Theodore Parker and Horace Greeley, 
both of whom wielded tremendous influence, 
therefore in an age when human thinking was 
changing from the supernatural to the natural 
explanations of phenomena, including the af- 
fairs of human society, Lincoln felt well ad- 
justed and, as stated by the Lincoln historian 
Ida Tarbill, “he never joined any religious 
sect.” 

Darwin, on the other hand was a nominal 
Anglican until he had gotten into his biological 
investigations when it became apparent to him 
that the idea of design in nature (and nature 
included man) was not only incongruous but 
logically untenable. 

Lincoln was without training in the area of 
military, yet at times displayed a vision far in 
advance of the High Brass, which has his- 
torically been ultra conservative if not reac- 
tionary. His military ability as well as his states- 
manship are still the subject of debate by many 
writers, and the questions are doubtless de- 
batable, however, it must be remembered that 
Lincoln had no autocratic power. He served 
in a democracy and as leader of a new political 
party, whose ideals were novel and untried. 
Congress was not unanimously behind him, and 
the administration had not then learned how 
to bribe the press of the entire nation. It is 
also well to remember that there existed a 
large, powerful and well financed ‘“‘under- 
ground” in the North. This group caused him 
much concern and eventually took his life. Lin- 
coln's problems, therefore, were much less sim- 
ple than those of Hitler, Bismarck, Napoleon, 
or even Roosevelt, As the war drew to a close, 
Lincoln advised, “‘with malice toward none, 
with charity for all, let us achieve and cherish 





a just, and lasting peace among ourselves, and 
with all nations.’’ At about the same time, he 
is said to have made this significant observa- 
tion: 

“As a result of the war, corporations will 
become enthroned and corruption will follow 
and the money power of the country will en- 
deavor to prolong its reign by working on the 
prejudices of the people, until all wealth is 
aggregated in a few hands and the Republic 
destroyed. | feel at this moment more anxious 
for the safety of my country than ever before, 
even in the midst of war.” 

The two would indicate a type of statesman- 
ship which might be greatly welcomed today. 

Though Lincoln undoubtedly made a num- 
ber of mistakes, some serious, he has to his 
credit several important achievements: 

—saving the Union, 

—freeing the slaves, 

—holding the new political party of freedom 

together through two national elections, es- 

tablishing a national foundation for higher 
education in science and agriculture, and 

—the Gettysburg address. 

All or some of these will be disputed by 
some critics. The Union might have been saved 
without Lincoln, though it is somewhat doubt- 
ful. As to the abolition of human slavery, with- 
in the century previous, human enlightenment 
had developed to a point in Europe and Amer- 
ica that such a gross violation of man’s natural 
rights as human slavery had become repugnant 
to the mass of mankind. At that time, the in- 
tense struggles of the American and French Re- 
volutions were fresh in the minds of the people 
and the thought of a human being treated as 
a piece of property to be trafficked as a mule 
or a hog was offensive to all sense of decency 
—even to most Southerners. In fact, the slave 
owners of the South were relatively few in 
number, though powerful politically on ac- 
count of their wealth and social prestige. The 
passing, sooner or later, of the atrocious in- 
stitution of slavery was, therefore, inevitable; 
to accomplish this, doubtless there would have 
been founded a new political party of free- 
dom, if not in that. then in the next genera- 
tion. In this connection it is interesting to note 
that Darwin’s grandfather, Erasmus Darwin, 
was writing magazine articles against human 
slavery before Lincoln was born. It will also 
be of interest to note that the writings of Eras- 
mus Darwin were honored by a place in the 
“Index.” 

Likewise the pressure of scientific progress 
in Europe would in a few years have caused 


a revival in higher education, in spite of 
Bourbon opposition—then too Morrell is en- 
titled to the major credit for this move. As to 
the Gettysburg Address, magnificent produc- 
tion that it is, it should be noted in passing 
that when it was delivered it did not contain 
the phrase “‘under God.’ This was an after- 
thought supplied by some pious friend, in the 
same manner as Gideon Wells embellished the 
Second Inaugural. 


However if any ONE individual is to be 
honored for any or all of these accomplish- 
ments, the award would belong primarily to 
Lincoln. For these valued attainments, he must 
be honored, also for his humility, generosity, 
tolerance and human sympathy. He will ever 
be regarded as one of the great champions of 
human freedom. 


While Lincoln was absorbed in his war in 
the United States, Darwin was the central fig- 
ure of a most bitter war in England, though 
the bitterness was chiefly on one side. How- 
ever, Darwin himself was fortunate in not be- 
ing compelled to bear the brunt of the vicious 
onslaughts of the theologians. He quietly pur- 
sued his scientific work, while the great plat- 
form speaker Thomas Huxley, also a scientist 
of real worth, enlisted in the campaign, soon to 
become its leader. For several years, the vin- 
dictive attacks of the clergy created almost as 
much public commotion as the war in the 


United States. 


Though the feeling, at least in the ecclesias- 
tical group, was as intense as on either side in 
the American war, the casualties were fewer 
and each day marked a progress toward vic- 
tory for evolution and freedom, a freedom of 
even greater value than that being won over- 
seas, for after all, freedom of the mind—free- 
dom to think—is the summum bonum of all 
man’s higher ideals. 

The triumphal march of evolutionary thought 
left no nation, and no people unaffected. In 
fact, the doctrine of organic evolution (it is no 
longer a theory but a well established fact), at 
the distance of a century, becomes quite evi- 
dently the greatest generalization the human 
mind has ever made. 

Darwin died unregenerate and was honored 
by the nation with burial in Westminster 
(1882). This view of the popular superstition 
is evident from his terse statement, “I do not 
believe that any revelation has ever been 
made.” His epitaph, 

“Recorder of the long Descent of Man. 
And a most living witness of his rise.” 
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What effect the untimely death of Lincoln 
had upon the past war progress of the nation 
has also long been a debatable question. How- 
ever, the two quotations from Lincoln, made 
within a few days of his death, are significant. 


Lincoln never stultified himself or tarnished 
his political record by joining a church for 
political purposes. A few days before his elec- 
tion to the presidency he complained to New- 
ton Bateman, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, with whom he officed during his 
campaign, that 20 of the 23 clergymen were 
opposed to him because he was not a Christian. 
His personal secretary, John G. Nicolay, dur- 
ing his campaign and during the entire time 
he served as president, stated in a letter 
(5/27/65) that, “Mr. Lincoln did not, to my 
knowledge, in any way, change his religious 
ideas, opinions or beliefs from the time he left 
Springfield till the day of his death,”” and Mrs. 
Lincoln stated that, “Mr, Lincoln had no hope 
and no faith in the usual acceptance of those 
words."’ However, since his death, Mr. Lin- 
coln has been converted many thousands of 
times, if the statements of hundreds of books 
and thousands of sermons are to be believed. 
These post mortem conversions occur almost 
daily and are fantastic beyond the imagination 
of the normal mind. 


They form one of the tragedies of American 
youth whose formative mind is poisoned with 
such tripe. But the tragedy does not end here, 
the truth is never presented to the rising gen- 
eration and when he reaches voting age half of 
the budding citizens will attend Lincoln birth- 
day celebrations where the lies of youth will 
be reiterated to them. The few who may have 
learned the truth about Lincoln will probably 
say, oh, why worry? If he is presented in a 
false light, it will harm nothing as he is gone 
and his work is done. Thus the greedy pub- 
lishers and dishonest clerics will ply their trade. 


With Darwin, however, the case is quite dif- 
ferent. In the schools he is almost completely 
ignored. Not a High School graduate in a thou- 
sand have read “Origin of Species."’ In most 
of the churches he is systematically maligned, 
traduced and lied about. Here again remedy is 
impossible as the detractors and liars are sacred 
cows in the eyes of the American press. 


Thus while a few honor these two of man's 
greatest benefactors the bulk of the population 


is virtually illiterate in regard to them or their 
work. 


AND WE POSE AS AN EDUCATED 
PEOPLE! 
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Albert Schweitzer on REASON 


I acknowledge myself to be one who places all 
his confidence in rational thinking . . . Renunciation 
of thinking is a declaration of spiritual bankruptcy. 
. , . It is only by confidence in our ability to reach 
truth by our own individual thinking, that we 
are capable of accepting truth from outside. With 
us, only that knowledge which is the result of 
logical thinking is accepted as truth. 

I aim at making men less shallow and morally 
better by making them think . . . The spirit of 
the age is filled with disdain for thinking . . . The 
organized political, social and religious associations 
of our time are at work to induce the individual 
man not to arrive at his convictions by his own 
thinking but to make his own such convictions 
as they keep ready-made for him. Any man who 
thinks for himself is to them something inconvenient 
and even uncanny ... The spirit of the age refuses 
to admit that all progress up to today has come 
about through the achievements of thought. 


Freethought Will Win! 

We are in the midst of a gigantic movement 
greater than that which preceded and produced the 
Reformation, and really only a continuation of 
that movement. But there is nothing new in the 
ideas which lie at the bottom of the movement, nor 
is any reconciliation possible between Freethought 
and traditional authority. One or the other will have 
to succumb after a struggle of unknown duration, 
which will have as side issues vast’ political and 
social troubles. I have no more doubt that Free- 
thought will win in the long run than I have that 
I sit here writing to you, or that this Freethought 
will organize itself into a coherent system embrac- 
ing human life and the world as one harmonious 
whole. But this organization will be the work 
of generations of men, and those who further it 
most will be those who teach men to rest in no lie, 
and to rest in no verbal delusion.” 

— Thomas Huxley (1873) 


* 
Our Seats Of Learning 


A parson is grieved, and critical of our seats of 
learning. He wants more “spiritual” values taught 
— with reforming zeal he’s burning. Education is 
too secular, with varying degrees of badness? So 
he asks that religion be infused (there’s method- 
ism) in his sadness. But HOW would he blend 
these opposites, supernaturalism and knowledge, 
Craft geology to Genesis in a secu-religious college? 
And when one of them goes, as it must, will he 
starve or go undressed, because secular hands had 
made the cloth or his bread had gone unblessed? 
He lives on the products of the land, fruit, veges 
and bread, for sure, all grown by means of secular 
toil and the most profane manure. He preaches in 
churches built of bricks held together with secular 
mortar. Will these fall down if the mortar ain’t 
mixed with gallons of holy water? Maybe man 
can’t live by bread alone, what sensible man will 
doubt it? But whether with blessings or without, 
our “spirits” would wilt without it. And it’s here 
that knowledge and not belief should hold indubious 
sway, so we leave it for each to ask himself, “Is 
it better to work than pray?” 

— by Collin Coates, in the Westralian 
Secularist, (Australia) 





God Is A Criminal 


by DR. VITALI NEGRI 


President of the Freethinkers of Southern California 
Noted Psychiatrist, Lecturer, and Authur of numerous books 


A Psychoanalysis of God 

On the second Sunday of the month of May, 
1958, I delivered a lecture before the Free- 
thinkers of Southern California which, counting 
the additional time consumed in answering 
questions, lasted one hour and fifty minutes. 
The subject of my lecture was “Psychoanalysis 
of God and Religion."’ A summary of its con- 
clusion may be stated in a few paragraphs. 


In my search for God that I might ask Him 
to lie down on the psychoanalytic coach to un- 
dergo “free association, '"—a procedure enacted 
with all analysands—I had discovered not one 
but ten thousand gods. All of these gods were 
different with different names, yet with one 
status in common: all were acclaimed as omni- 
present, infinite, and eternal, and each was a 
creator of matter and a director of the affairs 
of man. 


By diligent study into the histories of the 
vanished peoples of the earth, I had discovered 
the birthplaces, childhood, and adulthood of 
these many gods, and also their burial places. 
For lo! From the thousands of popular gods 
worshipped throughout the thousands of years 
of man’s existence, all were dead, but one. 
And all were buried in the very places out of 
which they were born: the minds of men. 

For it is in the human mind that gods are 
created and sustained, and it is likewise in the 
human mind that gods die either by virtue of 
the living intellectual processes of the brain 
(which perceives the unreasonableness of man- 
made gods), or by virtue of the death of the 
brain which thereby obliterates the conceptions 
of the mind. 


The God of the Bible 

Today only one important God remains 
alive. This “‘living’’ God is the God of the 
Bible, and of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—a 
God who, according to millions of people, 
dwells in a vague locale called Heaven, is wor- 
shipped as sole Creator of the universe, pro- 
claimed as Director-in-Chief of all phenomena, 
and who, according to the Christians, caused 
His Holy Spirit to enter into the uterus of Mary 
that she might conceive and bear His son, 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

This is the God of Genesis, the God who 
spoke face to face with Moses, the God who 


drowned all human beings and all life except 
Noah and his entourage in the Grand Deluge. 
This is the God of Vengeance, the jealous God 
who punishes children unto the fourth genera- 
tion for the sins of the father (and presumably 
the mother). 


It is my analysis of this God which made me 
declare: God is a criminal. 


Indeed, I find this God terrible, and beyond 
comprehension—the arch-criminal of all times. 
No one man has ever been so vicious; not Nero, 
not Hitler, nor any Inquisitor of the Holy 
Roman Faith. Millions have been massacred to 
salve His pride, to bolster His vanity, to as- 
suage His anger. No punishment is declared 
too extreme for the transgressor against Him. 


I cannot but condemn such a God, and ac- 
cuse Him! I accuse Him of the death of mil- 
lions of creatures slaughtered in Holy Wars or 
ravished by disease, famine, or draughts, or 
otherwise destroyed by the victory of evil over 
good, or of want and privation over sufficiency. 
I accuse Him of every injustice, slight or das- 
tardly, that has been achieved by man against 
man. | accuse Him in the name of those human 
beings who stand exclusively and firmly on the 
authority of the Bible which glorifies this God 
and states that nothing can happen unless it be 


the Will of God. 


The Will of God 

I, myself, do not recognize the authority of 
the Bible. | have been convinced from early 
childhood that nature itself is a perfect uni- 
versal law and that the action of this law is 
the only cause and effect under which all things 
are manifested. | have spent all of my adult 
life teaching, lecturing, writing, and scientifical- 
ly proving my convictions that the concepts of 
the “Will of God’’ must be replaced by knowl- 
edge of the operative laws of Nature. Only by 
understanding the inevitable determinism of 
natural phenomena operating under one uni- 
versal and impersonal law which has no kin- 
ship with, or recognition of, man’s moral, so- 
cial, legal, or religious concepts, can we reason- 
ably understand and explain events which are 
disastrous or beneficial to living creatures. 


Verification of the perfection of Nature in 
all its aspects, whether peaceful or turbulent, 
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has 


been the educational aim of my life. 
Whether teaching philosophy or psychology, 
either for the State educational system or for 
privately operated schools and colleges, or 
whether writing books, monograms, articles, or 
pamphlets, or lecturing before all types of 
audiences—religious groups included, it has 
been my one purpose to elucidate the meaning 
of science and to destroy superstition, particu- 
larly man’s belief in an anthropomorphic, per- 
sonal God whose so-called “Will’’ may be in- 
fluenced by prayer. 

Will, as an instrument for imposing or with- 
holding action, is an imperfect faculty possible 
to the human intellect only. It does not ap- 
pertain to the impartial, unchangeable and per- 
fect action of physical cause and effect. The 
action of universal law is not equipped with 
emotions, by which to be swayed, nor Will by 
which to alter its inevitable determinism. 


A Priest’s Declaration 

On the morning of December 2, 1958, my 
patience with man’s persistent mental! paralysis 
under the tutelage of religious and Biblical 
authority was again subjected to a nasty jolt. 
A T.V. news broadcast had just reported the 
shocking and heart-rending holocaust which, in 
one fell swoop, had consumed eighty-seven 
children and three nuns at a parochial school 
in Chicago. 

As a part of this broadcast, a slender, dark- 
haired, rather thin-faced priest was interviewed. 
His general expression was one of innocent 
sincerity and kindness, glazed over by a sort 
of dazed despair. He was asked by one of the 
reporters to comment on why such a disaster 
should have accurred, particularly to children. 

To this inquiry, the priest, among other 
words, replied: “IT WAS THE WILL OF 
GOD.” 

Small wonder, indeed, that the lips of the 
priest closed over these words with grim com- 
pression, or that his eyes flickered momentarily 
at the enormity of his statement! Who cannot 
understand what extreme faith must be drawn 
upon to allow one to continue to love and sub- 
mit to a God whose Will and Authority had 
just demanded the burning alive of eighty- 
seven children and three of the Church's de- 
voted servants? 

Naturally, this young priest, earnest in his 
belief, had turned in his time of need to the 
Bible for his reply to a question which he, him- 
self, by the effort of his present intellect, could 
not honestly answer; not because his whole 
being was not crying out against such a mon- 
strous injustice, but because his intellect, ren- 
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dered warped and impotent by its constant 
intake of religious myths and lies, could not 
reasonably cope with the experience. By the 
doctrine of his Faith, he had no choice but to 
accuse God, and yet kneel to the Accused! 

If he was not to refute the Bible, then he 
must continue to accept the Biblical assertion 
that the God of the Bible is omnipotent and 
that nothing is impossible to Him. Therefore, if 
God had desired to stop the fire or rescue the 
children and nuns by some miraculous means, 
He could have done so. The fact that He did 
not, leaves the priest, and all believers in the 
Bible's unassailableness, with but one answer: 
The entire affair was the Will of God, 

| am certain that this submissive assertion of 
the priest proved as repugnant to many other 
listeners and observers as it did to myself (al- 
though perhaps for different reasons), and 
must have raised to the surface many questions 
of doubt and uncertainty. On what grounds 
could any believer in this God expect mercy 
or continue to pay Him homage? By what 
qualities should this God be entitled to survive 
all other gods? Surely He deserves their same 
fate. Is it not time for humanity to recognize 
this last God of our barbaric superstitious past 
for the Criminal that He is, and to condemn 
Him as such and execute Him forthwith? 


The Grave Where Gods Die 

The grave is ready. It awaits only upon the 
axe of the executioner—the reasoning ability of 
the human intellect; for only by execution with- 
in the human intellect can any god, or other 
concept of man, be destroyed. The intellect of 
man is the grave where gods die. 

Once the last of the gods is killed and buried 
in the minds of humanity (from whence all 
gods were born), mankind will then be free 
to recognize, or at least to investigate and con- 
sider, the natural space-time source of univer- 
sal phenomena and its dynamic impartial laws. 
For with the death of the gods, mankind will 
then have declared its emancipation from the 
authority and dictatorship of the Church, which, 
in using humanity's awe and terror of the un- 
known as its whip, has ever been the strongest 
ally and promoter of magic and superstition. 

Today, science has found and is finding 
answers which disprove the ancient, puerile 
magico-religious ideas of heaven and hell, gods 
and goddesses, and the myths of Biblical folk- 
lore. The ghosts which have long haunted the 
murky narrow pathways of man’s craven fears, 
and made a priesthood possible, are being dis- 
sipated, one by one. And although men of sci- 
entific philosophy, such as Spinoza, and men 





of science, such as Einstein and other sincere 
seekers of truth, often retain the name “‘God” 
as a synonym for the forces and action of 
Nature, they neither worship, pray to, sup- 
plicate, make promises to, or pay penance to 
universal phenomena. Instead, they seek to dis- 
cover the physical laws operative in universal 
phenomena, knowing that only as’ these are 
understood, so, proportionately, will man be 
able to influence his own destiny. 


Facing the Facts 

Neither the deism of Thomas Paine which 
predicates the existence of a personal God out- 
side the universal realm, nor the agnosticism 
of Ingersoll which neither affirms nor denies the 
existence of a God but takes refuge in an eter- 
nal question mark, should be included within 
the realm of scientific thinking. Nor should men 
be content to hide half-heartedly behind these 
“on the fence” conclusions. 


We should, rather, face up to facts. The con- 
cept of God as an alternately benign or angry 
Father residing somewhere in the ether without 
form or body but possessing human emotions, 
human thoughts, and human weaknesses, and a 
cupidity that demands constant placation, must 
be destroyed. Such nonsense is not fit even for 
the kindergarten of men’s minds. And once this 
hurdle has been knocked over and put out of 
the way, there is no reason at all for recon- 
structing it in the form of a smaller hurdle such 
as Paine would offer, or keeping it intact but 
pushed to one side as Ingersoll has chosen. Why 
not destroy it completely, once and forever? 


Allegorically, we may say that the progress 
of civilization has ever marched over the 
graves of the gods. So, today, is it not time for 
the last of the gods to be uncovered for what 
he is and has been since his birth—the arch- 
criminal of man’s own creation? 


Editor's Note: Reprints of this article are 
available in pamphlet form by the American 
Rationalist. 
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Dear Editor Coate: 

The Freethinker, weekly of the English Ration- 
alist movement, reports on contributions to what 
it calls its “Sustentation fund,” which is quite 
successfull. 

I propose that we follow the Freethinker’s 
example for the benefit of the American Rationalist 
and enclose $10, to start a sustaining fund. 

If my proposal is not adopted use the $10 for 
the benefit of the movement in any way you see 
fit. 

Rationally yours, 
Martin Lechner, St. Louis, Mo. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON ON CRITIOISM 

Thomas Jefferson once had this to say: 

“He who fears criticism is hopeless. Only those 
who do things are criticized. The idler is lost sight 
of in the march of events, but the doer is watched 
and criticized. To hesitate for fear of criticism 
loses the battle, while the doers march on to 
victory and triumphs. — Indecision is a great 
harbinger, but to hesitate for fear of criticism is 
cowardly. If the cause is right, be not afraid of 
criticism; advocate it and, if need be, fight for it. 

“Critics always have been and always will be, 
but to the strong-minded they are a help rather 
than a hindrance. As a horse spurts forward 
when prodded with the spur, so the doers forge 
ahead under the lash of criticism. Take your part 
on life’s stage and play the part to the end; stand 
for that which is good; be a doer, not a drone; look 
the world in the face and let the critics criticize.” 


e 
You can lead a horse to water. 
But you cannot make him drink. 
You can show a fool his folly, 
But you cannot make him think. 
* 


Dear Friends: 

Let’s face it. Despite the rising tide of Clerical- 
ism with its terrible threat to freedom the Ration- 
alist and Freethought movement remains weak 
and insignificant. Laws are being enacted by state 
legislatures and the Federal Congress granting 
more and more advantages to various religious 
sects. In California tax exemption is granted to re- 
ligious schools. In Ohio the Attorney General rules 
that teachers in Public Schools may wear religious 
garb. In Tennessee it has become law that all 
clergymen can refuse to testify in court about 
anything told to them by their sinful clients. In 
Washington a similar law is proposed for the 
District of Columbia. Bills to give public funds to 
religious organizations, bills to prohibit the printing 
of any criticism of religion or the circulation there- 
of, bills to put mention of God into the U. S. Con- 
stitution, constant activity to destroy the secular 
form of government instituted by the founders of 
this nation and to replace it with Clerical control. 
Politicians agree to these demands because no ef- 
fective voice is raised against them. 

Are Rationalists and Freethinkers meeting this 
situation with equal vigor? Are we _ publishing 
large quantities of literature? — Are LIBERAL 
magazines widely circulated? Are our representa- 
tives voicing opposition at committee hearings? 

Unfortunately not! Well, why not? The answer 
is simple. We do not have financial support from 
Rationalists and Freethinkers adequate for the 
task. We are eager to build a powerful movement 
with a widely circulated press. 

Give as generously as you can. Give a $1,000 if 
you can. Religionists do! Give less if you must. 
Give what you can — even if it is only a dollar — 
but GIVE! We will match your dollars with our 
time and labor, Only organized effort can win! 

Yours for Secularism, 
K. M. Whitten, President, F.L.L., 
Philadelphia 


Editor’s note: We share Mr. Whitten’s sentiments 
and welcome your support and cooperation. 
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Progress from Failure 


by WILLIAM E. ZEUCH 
| 

Contrasting the tremendous technological ad- 
vances of the past fifty or sixty years with the 
great sociological lag during the same period 
has become trite. Writers have emphasized it 
largely to arrive at pessimistic conclusions about 
the future of the human race. Science, they tell 
us, has outstripped our capacity to solve result- 
ing problems in human relations. 

Those of us who have now reached three 
score and ten are well aware of this material 
progress. In the final decade of the last century 
our roads were sand, mud, dust and drifts. We 
travelled in horse-drawn vehicles or in slow 
trains. There were no movies, no radios, no 
autos, no airplanes, no television sets and no 
atomic bombs. In one lifetime we have seen 
all these things and many more come into 
existence. 

At the same time we have witnessed two 
world wars and many minor wars. The new 
scientific knowledge has made them more ter- 
rible than any previous conflicts. The waste of 
wealth was enormous. The destruction of life 
was terrible. War is always bestial and obscene. 
Armed with atomic weapons the human race, 
seemingly, is bent on self-destruction. There are 
many who cry the coming catastrophe. 

It is true, to be sure, that we live in a fast 
moving era. We have witnessed and are wit- 
nessing rapidly cumulative material progress. 
We have seen awful failures in human relations. 
But human progress, it appears, comes largely 
through solving pressing problems stemming 
from human misery. Tragedy is the price of 
social advance. 


Il 

At the beginning of this century we Ameri- 
cans were a nation of individualists. We had 
great natural resources, adequate manpower 
and increasing capital equipment. We were 
relatively prosperous. If any man did not make 
good, we said that it was his own fault. We 
classed him as a “no account.’ And, if he 
failed, old age found him on his way to the 
poor house. 

Then came the Great Depression. Individuals 
and families that had been frugal and saving 
lost everything. Men of wealth were reduced 
to poverty. Many could not face it and chose 
suicide. Out of the hunger, the want and the 
general misery came the realization that failure 
was not always due to individual fault. Suffer- 
ing made us see that there are often social 
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causes of individual failure. Because of our 
misery we awoke to the fact that we are in a 
very real sense our brother's keeper. From this 
realization came the demand for mutual secu- 
rity. Tragedy brought progress. There was a 
revolution in social attitudes. We in the United 
States set up Social Security to make sure that 
there would be no repetition of the human 
misery endured during the Great Depression. 

Prompted by the same determination we 
hedged low wages with a minimum wage law, 
unemployment with unemployment insurance, 
and industrial injuries with the various work- 
men’s compensation acts. Out of our failures, 
out of our miseries, out of our tragedies we 
were making progress. It is interesting to note 
that for thousands of years it was said that we 
are our brother's keeper, but it took the Great 
Depression to bring that fact home to us hers 
in the United States. 


II] 
Atheists Lead Social Reform 

What has been true for us of this generation 
in the United States has been true for the world 
at large. Out of the waste and destruction and 
misery of World War | came Social Revolution 
and the League of Nations. The Russian revolu- 
tion was a protest against useless and sense- 
less social misery. The League of Nations waz 
an attempt to halt the economic waste and the 
blood-letting of war. 

The Russian revolution touched off social 
revolutions in other parts of the world where 
misery was rampant. In China, in Indonesia, 
in India and in parts of Africa impoverished 
and oppressed peoples began to move for re- 
dress. Lack of modern technology, undevel- 
oped natural resources, colonialism, landlord- 
ism and overpopulation set limits to progress 
and increased human misery to the point of 
social explosion, explosions that are still going 
on over the world. 

In this connection it is a sad commentary on 
religions and religious leaders that the direc- 
tion of these current revolutions fell to atheistic 
materialists. The demand for social justice and 
aggressive attempts to achieve it are all to the 
credit of the atheistic materialists despite the 
many mistakes they have made. Revolutions 
are not Sunday School Picnics. The failure of 
religions and of religious leadership to respond 
to the cry for social justice is to their everlast- 
ing shame and may spell the doom of revealed 
supernatural beliefs. It is sad to record that 
religious leadership condoned social misery 
through the ages and even attempted to make 
a virtue of enduring it, preaching humility, re- 





nunciation, and other worldliness. So atheistic 
materialists took over the fight for social jus- 
tice. 

IV 

Despite the efforts of the League of Nations 
or, rather, because of its mistakes, the world 
was plunged into World War II. The economic 
waste and the loss of life was greater than in 
World War I. Atomic weapons were born. The 
threat of the end of human existence faces 
mankind. Out of World War II came greater 
misery, greater discontent, more revolutionary 
activity, greater cries for social justice—and 
the United Nations, a world organization that 
is beginning to realize that human misery is 
largely the cause of wars. In this realization 
there is hope. 

It is conceivable, to be sure, that atomic 
wars could set back civilization hundreds of 
years or even destroy us all. But what is con- 
ceivable and possible is not necessarily proba- 
ble or inevitable. It is conceivable, and much 
more possible and probable, that out of the 
tangle of tough problems, out of the miseries 
now facing mankind, the human race will move 
forward again. Remember that down the ages 
out of misery has come progress. 

V 

Today there are so-called free enterprisers 
who insist that the world cannot exist half free 
enterprise and half communist. Likewise there 
are many behind the Iron Curtain who main- 
tain that the world cannot continue half capital- 
ist and half communist. We have always had 
extremists with us, extremists because of their 
special interests. The great danger is that these 
extremists control atomic power. They can let 
loose the atomic weapons. 

But despite this, and despite terrific tensions, 
the world is moving more and more toward a 
common ground. Dictatorship is failing. The 
education demanded by modern technology 
makes a selective democracy more and more 
imperative in totalitarian areas. Modern society 
cannot operate with morons or robots. Automa- 
tion in industry requires an ever-higher intel- 
ligence. At the same time the narrowing and 
concentration of controls in ever-larger and 
larger corporations makes collective public con- 
trols more and more necessary. It is no secret 
that “creeping socialism,’ despite all the money 
against it, is making more and more headway 
in the United States. It is coming in through 
the back door of distribution. Our productive 
powers multiply. We cannot sell our surpluses 
abroad or even give them away. We are be- 
ing forced more and more to spread purchas- 
ing power through higher annual wages, pen- 


sions, social security, etc., so that our people 
may be able to buy back more and more of 
what they produce. Such is our brand of creep- 
ing socialism which even Eisenhower promotes. 
Hence, the meeting place of East and West, 
of capitalism and communism, of individual- 
ism and collectivism appears to be some form 
of mutualism, some kind of social democracy. 
The extremes are tending toward a common 
ground. 

Fortunately, the atomic powers are in a 
stalemate. Neither dares to start a major war. 
Both fear the consequences. The longer this 
stalemate continues the better it will be for 
mankind. It will give the people, all peoples, 
an opportunity to realize that the answer to 
present world problems is not atomic war. The 
more time the common people have; the soon- 
er they will see that the solution for both social 
misery and war lies in collective world eco- 
nomic security to be achieved by sharing nat- 
ural resources and knowhow. We have started 
along that road. We have made a beginning. 
That is the promise of a better life for all. 
Thus does the world progress. 

. 


Reuther For Facing Up To Racial Issue 


Walter Rauther says America, for its own 
survival must: End racial discrimination, improve 
the quality of education, expand foreign aid, utilize 
its economic potential and revitalize its intellectual 
climate. 

The president of the United Auto Workers told 
the national convention of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs recently: 

“Most of the people of the world are dark- skin- 
ned, and they include 90 percent of the uncom- 
mitted people who in the ultimate struggle between 
the forces of freedom and tyranny will hold the 
balance. 

“They will either tip in our way, in favor of free- 
dom, or they will tip the other way, in favor of 
tyranny which destroys these basic values. 

“As we face these people in the world, we need 
to get our credentials in order. You ought to sit 
down with peasants in India and try to explain 
Little Rock.” 

A half hour earlier, the 3000 delegates heard 
Charles R. Sligh Jr., executive vice-president of 
the National Association of Manufacturers. Sligh 
said labor leaders are invoking the power of unions, 
which he described as the strongest political force 
in the country, to improve personal political aims. 

Reuther said he was “fearful about collective 
bargaining in 1959 if we have a continued harden- 
ing of attitudes, and an unwillingness to face and 
work out our problems. 

“I think we need to find a way to facilitate the 
coming together of free labor and free management 
with educators and Government officials and other 
groups .. . to find ways of studying and probing 
these problems together.” 
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Implications of Evolution 


vs. Religion 


by OSCAR RIDDLE 

The fact that state legislatures within the 
United States stopped the passage of anti-evolu- 
tion laws not long after the Scopes trial in 
Tennessee, in 1925, has been much misunder- 
stood by liberal-minded persons and especially 
by scientists in America. Those attacks in legis- 
latures were blocked largely through the weak 
and erring plea that evolution and current re- 
ligion can exist in harmony together. And one 
may indeed admit that at that time probably 
no other argument would have prevented a 
very wide extension of such laws. But the basic 
issue of getting religion into state law—of un- 
doing the separation of church and state, and 
of putting education at the service of religion— 
was left wholly unsolved by that poorly patch- 
ed armistice. Moreover, the same general 
movement which by several years antedated 
those legislative battles still sweeps forward and 
now powerfully threatens all secular education 
at public school and college levels. This move- 
ment now seems more dangerous to evolution- 
ary thought than at any time during the past 
four decades; and it is not at all confined to 
the United States. 

Many primitive peoples were and are in- 
clined to accept higher animals as their kin, 
and even to endow them with many human 
qualities. Under the prolonged influence of 
Christian theology and the philosophy of Des- 
cates, however, the Western world placed an 
unbridgeable chasm between man and animals. 
More than nine decades ago Darwin gave the 
thinking people of the world a new and en- 
lightened way of acknowledging our animal 
origin and kinship. But to this date what are 
the results? First, a durable intellectual revolu- 
tion flowing from an acceptance by a small per- 
centage of men of this very vital extension of 
the rule of natural law. Second, organized re- 
ligion, learning over the years how to make 
continuous and successful use of religion-born 
opinion to restrain or to suppress, or to miti- 
gate and pull the teeth of, this and related 
evolutionary perspectives on all education, in 
most news sources, and in practically all pub- 
lic policy. 

There can be no doubt that evolutionary 
thought has found a niche in which it will sur- 
vive. All doubt relates to whether that survival 
may win its way to something of social worth: 
to whether it is to attain a stature capable of 
serving mankind or only a clan; to whether it 
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is to remain a caged thought or become a 
leaven in public law and private life. 


But if the battle for simple acceptance of 
the fact of man’s animal origin has gone thus 
badly, there is yet to note that the thought- 
transforming and the society-lifting implica- 
tions of that and related pregnant facts are 
everywhere educationally choked before the 
breath of birth. Though these same post-Dar- 
winian decades have heavily reinforced biology, 
psychology, sociology and history with most 
meaningful principles, it is a shameful, danger- 
ous and intolerable fact that, because of influ- 
ence clearly traceable to organized religion, the 
implications of these several superb triumphs of 
science are not being taught in the secondary 
schools of any Christian country. And they are 
being taught to no more than minute clusters 
of students in a part only of the colleges and 
universities of Christian lands. 


—From “The Unleashing of 
Evolutionary Thought” 


HEADQUARTERS 
U. S. Army Transportation Terminal Command, 
Brooklyn 50, New York 
Weekly Memorandum No. 4 23 January 1959 
1. ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH 
DESIGNATION OF PATRON SAINTS: 
(TCATC-ADM) 

a. The following letter from the Adjut. General, 
dated 16 January 1959, is quoted for information 
and compliance: 

1. In recent months the Department of the Army 
has received numerous complaints concerning proj- 
ects designating Saint Maurice as Patron Saint of 
Infantry. These complaints allege the imposition 
of one denomination’s beliefs and practices on in- 
dividuals and groups of other beliefs. 

2. While it is realized that these programs were 
initiated for morale purposes rather than as re- 
ligious measures, numerous sectarian groups have 
contended that the religious liberties of military 
individuals have been violated. 

3. More recently, similar allegations have been 
made concerning celebration of Saint Barbara Day, 
honoring her as Patron Saint of Artillery. 

4. It is the policy of the Department of the 
Army that the religious beliefs of individual mem- 
bers be encouraged and strengthened, and that 
the religious beliefs of any one organization will not 
be imposed upon individuals of other beliefs. Par- 
ticipation in religious activities is a matter of 
voluntary choice. 

5. Because of the religious connotation of proj- 
ects designating Saint Barbara as Patron Saint of 
Artillery and Saint Maurice as Patron Saint of 
Infantry, commanders are directed to insure a 
thorough understanding of the Department of the 
Army policy in this respect. Activities of this type 
or of a related nature will be limited to unofficial 
and voluntary participation by those interested. 

6. Action with respect to class II installation 
and activities will be taken by heads of the Army 
staff agencies.” 





Ms - 
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Humanism And Poetry 


by CORLISS LAMONT 


The philosophy of naturalistic Humanism 
will not come fully of age until it flowers per- 
vasively in poetry, music, painting and the 
other arts. Poetry is especially well adapted 
to the expression of Humanist themes and the 
Humanist way of life. 

Many writers in the cultural history of the 
West have composed Humanist poetry of high- 
est quality. | have collected outstanding poems 
of this sort in my Anthology MAN ANSWERS 
DEATH, particularly in the last two sections 
entitled Let Us Live Then and Be Glad” and 
“The Affirmation of Life.” 

In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
English poets of a Humanist bent have been 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, George Elliot, Edward 
Fitzgerald, William Morris, Algernon Charles 
Swinburne, Thomas Hardy, George Meredith 
and A. E. Housman. Swinburne, who prox'uc- 
ed a larger volume of specific Humanist poetry 
than the others, set the tone in the concluding 
line of his passionate “Hymn of Man” with, 

“Glory to Man in the highest! 
For Man is the master of things.” 

Fitzgerald’s rendition into English quatrains 
of ““The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam” resulted 
in a Humanist poetic masterpiece, nostalgically 
meditative, on the theme of man delighting 
wholeheartedly in the innocent pleasures of this 
one and only life. 

In the United States there have been fewer 
poets clearly Humanist in their viewpoint than 
in Britain. One thinks of Edwin Markham, 
Carl Sandburg, Archibald McLeish and of 
Arthur Davison Ficke. Markham expresses 
the key idea of Humanism in the first two lines 
of his memorable poem “Earth is Enough.” 

We men of Earth have here the stuff 
of Paradise — we have enough! 

Ficke is not well known, but | regard him 
as the best Humanist poet who has appeared 
on the American scene. His fine sonnet — 
*“Tumultuous Shore” is thoroughly Humanist in 
its philosophy and most compelling in its im- 
pact. 

There has not yet been written, however, 
the great epic poem of modern naturalistic 
Humanism — a major work that can compare 
with Lucretius’ ““On the Nature of Things,” 
Dante’s “Divine Comedy” and with Milton's 
“Paradise Lost.”’ 

George Santayana has well summarized the 
splendid opportunity awaiting: “The natura- 


listic poet abandons fairy land, because he has 
discovered Nature, history, the actual passions 
of men. His imagination has reached maturity. 
Throw open to the young poet the infinity 
of Nature; let him feel the precariousness of 
life, the variety of purposes, civilizations and 
religions even upon this little planet; let him 
trace the triumphs and follies of art and of 
philosophy, and their perpetual resurrections — 
like that of the downcast Faust. If, under the 
stimulus of such a scene, he does not some 
day compose a natural comedy as much sur- 
passing Dante's “Divine Comedy” in sublimity 
and richness as it will surpass it in truth, the 
fault will lie not with the subject, which is 
inviting and magnificent, but with the halting 
genius that cannot render the subject worthily.” 

Santayana could and should have composed 
that natural comedy himself. But since he did 
not, the task must be undertaken by some 
other genius. And | hope that some fellow- 
American will have the honor of producing 
this great Humanist poem of the future. 
— Anthropos. 


Is Religion Useful? 


by MARTIN L. BUNGE 
Formerly with the 
California Institute of Technology 


Averroes, who in the twelfth century was 
indisputably the greatest thinker and writer in 
all branches of human research, in a time that 
is known as the “Dark Ages,’’ when Christian- 
ity had cast mankind into utter darkness, igno- 
rance and idiocy, said: 

“All religions are false, but probably use- 
ful.” 

This was also the opinion of Frederick the 
Great who himself was an atheist, punished 
every one who spoke against the conventional 
religion, which he considered utterly false, but 
useful. 

Also American statesmen and emancipated 
thinkers, share this theory. According to reli- 
able statistics less than one-half Americans be- 
long to any of the hundreds of religious sects; 
but the non-church majority thinks religion is 
useful in promoting good morals of the igno- 
rant masses. 

Christianity had nearly two thousand years 
to prove its usefulness. During all these years 
it has constantly suppressed advanced thinking 
and committed unheard of crimes of intoler- 
ance and hatred. The apostles wrangled over 
dogmas. James taught that good works were 
more important than dogmas. Paul taught only 
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credulity, faith in the forgiveness of all sins, 
because Christ had paid for them with his 
blood, was the only way to get to heaven. 
Some apostles taught adherence to the rules of 
the old testament, others taught that Christians 
were free from the old, etc... . 

From the very beginning the many sects of 
Christianity fought bitterly, committing crimes 
of hatred against dissenters. From the fourth 
century the Arians and Athanasians destroyed 
whole regions in their hatred, also later one 
part sided with the Mohammedans in ravaging 
the Mediterranian world. For hundreds of years 
the “Holy Inquisition’’ tortured to death all ad- 
vanced thinkers, and the Church burned good 
women as witches. 

From 1618 to 1648 in a “thirty years war” 
the Catholics fought the Protestants, devastat- 
ing all Europe and committing inhuman crimes 
as no savage has ever been guilty of; likewise 
on the “Night of Bartholemew,” (11572) when 
the Huguenots were killed, the best part of 
France was destroyed; in the persecutions in 
Holland, Scotland, the Waldenses, Albigenses, 
etc., inhumanity was practiced by the churches. 

While the papers recently spoke of a renais- 
sance of religion by Billy Graham, in the same 
papers we read official reports of Edgar 
Hoover, head of the F.B.I., showing a simul- 
taneous increase in crimes. According to his 
official report there were 2,756,150 major 
crimes in 1957 in the U.S.A., a 66% increase 
in the 7 years since 1950. 

A religion preaching forgiveness of all sins, 
because they have been paid for by the blood 
of Christ, a heaven for all credulous sinners, 
a substitution of rituals, church going and fi- 
nancial support of priests for good deeds, can- 
not promote morals. 

Our age with the terrible wars, concentra- 
tion camps, spread of hatred, and unheard of 
increase in crime, is not proof of the useful- 
ness of the church, after a 2000 years’ test. 


o 
The Temple of Reason is unadorned 
By altar, spire or steeple; 
Its full concern is with real things, 
Not with ghosts — but people. 
6 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Many thanks for the copy of your Anniversary 
number of the American Rationalist; it is a valu- 
able issue. I like your fine statement of the “New 
Humanist Renaissance” and the “Rationalist Chal- 
lenge”, I look forward to future issues. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oliver L. Reiser, 
Philosophy Department 
University of Pittsburgh 
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Conformism and America’s Future 


Among the more alarming trends of contemporary 
life in these United States are the readily observable 
(to those who are still capable of observing) trends 
toward blind conformity, insipid mediocrity, indi- 
vidual anonymity, apathy, anti-intellectualism, pas- 
sive acceptance of authoritarianism and a disregard 
for the fundamental axioms of American freedom 
and democracy. These disconcerting tendencies are 
evident to anyone who has spent (or wasted) any 
time at all critically examining the average current 
offerings of television, radio, the cinema, news- 
papers and the poular magazines. These tendencies, 
moreover, are aided and abetted by the prostitute 
social scientists and psychiatrists who sell them- 
selves to the Madison Avenue crud merchants and 
political hucksters. 

But particularly alarming is the fact that these 
trends are markedly prevalent among today’s teen- 
agers who, if they live long enough, will be to- 
morrow’s voters, teachers, preachers, executives, 
union officials, politicians and opinion molders. But 
don’t take my word for it. Adequate statistical sup- 
port for the foregoing statements has been provided 
by the researches of Dr. H. H. Remmers, a Purdue 
University psychologist and educator. The results 
of Remmers’ studies have been published in his 
recent book “The American Teenager” and sum- 
marized in the June, 1958, issue of Scientific Ame- 
rican in an article by Remmers and D. H. Radler. 
Dr. Remmers’ findings are the result of extensive 
and elaborate opinion polls of three thousand 
American high school students, selected at random 
but representing every region, social and economic 
class, race, family background, and ability and in- 
terest level. 

By way of introduction to Remmers’ findings, 
it might be well to show what an execellent job our 
high schools are doing to provide us with educated 
future citizens. 40 percent of the students polled 
admitted that they thought that “the earth is the 
center of the universe.” More than 60 percent be- 
lieve that “the earth is approximately 125,000 
miles (sic!)” 40 percent do not believe that “man 
has evolved from lower forms of animals.” Most 
of the teenagers also believe that a science of 
human behavior is an utterly impossible thing, an 
attitude which was doubtless engineered into them 
by the practicioneers of the very science they do 
not believe in. Well! I wonder if Russian teen- 
agers are as well informed. 

These statistics would seem to bear out certain 
educators’ charges that high school science edu- 
cation is in a less than pitiful state, and also the 
charge made by biologist Oscar Riddle in his re- 
vealing book “The Unleashing of Evolutionary 
Thought” to the effect that religious pressure 
groups, third rate educators and teachers, ignorant 
school board members and textbook commissions, 
and vote-happy politicians have hamstrung science 
education in all levels of American education, from 
the very top on down. 

But let us pass on to the attitudes of American 
teenagers with regard to civil liberties, citizenship, 
government and other trivia which a few of us 
still consider important. In his Scientific American 
article, Remmers cites the following almost in- 
credible facts. 44% of the teenagers believe that 
“if a person is uncertain how to vote, it is better 





if he does not vote.” 57% believe that “democracy 
depends fundamentally upon the existence of free 
business enterprise.” 75% believe that “obedience 
and respect for authority are the most important 
virtues that children should learn.” 37% believe 
that “the right of some working groups to call 
a strike should be abolished, as it is a threat to 
democracy and not in the general interest of 
society.” 57% believe that “the average citizen 
is justified in remaining aloof from dirty politics 
that may exist in his community.” 22% believe 
that “whatever serves the interests of government 
best is generally right.” 34% believe that “the 
governmant should prevent some people from 
rnaking speeches.” 25% believe that certain groups 
should not be allowed to hold public meetings 
even though they gather peaceably and only make 
speeches.” 58% believe that “the police or F.B.I. 
may sometimes be right in giving a man the “third 
degree” to make him talk.” 33% believe that 
“persons who refuse to testify against themselves 
(that is, give evidence that would show that they 
are guilty of criminal acts) should either be made 
to talk or be severly punished.” 60% believe that 
police and other groups should have the power 
to ban or censor certain books and movies in their 
cities. 

Well, there it is, or at least part of it! It would 
appear that Ortega v Gasset’s Riesmanesque other- 
directed “dictatrship of the commonplace” is just 
around the corner. Remmers’ findings are given 
added weight by the researches of a Minnesota 
social scientist who found that fewer than 10% 
of the American population in general have any 
idea as to what the Bill of Rights is all about, and 
that most people did not recognize the Declaration 
of Independence when it was handed to them un- 
labelled. (Some even thought that the Declaration 
was Communist propaganda.) 


We can surely agree with Remmers and Radler 
when they say: “Such answers (those given by the 
teenagers polled) may represent either unthinking 
responses or convinced and deliberate acceptance 
of an authoritarian point of view. In either case 
the picture is equally unhappy. — The road to 
totalitarianism is the same length whether we 
walk down it consciously or merely drift down it. 
Unthinking conformity provides a setting which 
makes it possible for a demagogue to lead a nation 
into slavery.” And that Americans can be manipu- 
lated and led by the nose is made abundantly ap- 
parent in Vance Packard’s frightening book “The 
Hidden Persuaders’”, which exposes the Orwellian 
machinations of the “motivation researchers.” And 
all this, of course, bears out Remmers’ discouraging 
comment that “As a nation we seem to have a 
syndrome characterized by atrophy of the will, 
hypertrophy of the ego and dystrophy of the in- 
tellectual musculature.” 

At this point I can add nothing save the platitude 
that we are going to have to get the lead out of 
our pants and do something to halt these frighten- 
ing trends. Those of us who are word scribblers 
will have to leave the womb-like comfort of our 
ivory towers and sally forth to the marketplace 
to do battle with the ogres of blind conformity and 
authoritarianism. The fangs of the hucksters will 
have to be pulled, the schools will have to be cleaned 
out (and not by the janitors who make as much 


as the teachers), and the reactionary conformist 
stranglehold over the mass media will have to be 
broken. 


So what are we waiting for? Let’s get to work! 


A Chinese laudryman, wanting to stand well with 
all in the community, frequently contributed to 
religious people who came around. But enough got 
to be plenty, and one day he grumbled, ‘“Whata 
matta your God? — all time bloke?” 





RELIGION, A GIGANTIC FRAUD 


. Most people are so mentally lazy that 
they accept repeated propaganda as truth, 
rather than take time to investigate... Pd 


pevevvvqcres 
PODOOC LD 


Religions were born in the stone ages from 
the primitive superstitions of ignorant men. { 


They have been kept alive because the 
priests live lives of ease and receive 
special privileges in return for keeping their 
victims deluded ... 


All great thinkers .. . have discarded re- 
ligion . . . as superstitions of ignorant men. 
some have denounced religion; Mark Twain, 
Charles Darwin, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Thomas Edison, Luther Burbank, 
Robert Ingersoll, Bertrand Russell, many 
others. ; 


Such men have found no evidence of heaven, 
hell, miracles or the supernatural... } 


People . . . believe such nonsense because { 
they have it forced upon their receptive minds 
as children, then have it pounded in by mass 
propaganda all their lives. 


For thousands of years religious lords have 
murdered, tortured, persecuted those who did 9? 
not accept their beliefs ... 


Non-believers pay the taxes for the re- 
ligious profiteers, give them exemption from 
military duty, many special privileges — are 
prohibited from explaining the rational stand- 
point on the air or by TV or press... 


Above is an extract from the new circular 
by James Hervey Johnson 


> > 
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Dear Dr. Coate: 

I would like to congratulate you on the excel- 
lence of your Magazine. As the son a Baptist 
Minister I had ample opportunity to observe the 
workings in “Christ’s Vineyard” from the inside. 
My father would return from the Friday night 
prayer and testimony meetings and laugh heartily 
as he told of the idiotic testimonies given by the 
faithful. In the privacy of his study I have heard 
him give advice to the younger clergy: “Never let 
your people get out of the habit of contributing 
to the church.” 

Sincerely yours, 
George H. Horne, Oregon. 


r € + 


Dear Editor: 

In the May-June issue of the Rationalist, in an 
Editorial, you call for a Renaissance of Humanism, 
a conference of all Freethinkers, to combine in one 
coherent, cohesive organization. — Start your 
(and our) all-inclusive Conference of Freethinkers 
NOW, an organization attuned to action through 
the mass-media communications of today . . . Only 
an increasingly massive attack can cope with a 
moment-~by-moment mystic-intoned and activized 
massive ‘delusionary myth, Let’s start the belated 
organization TODAY. 

Yours truly, 
Fred Weston, N.Y. 
£ © * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

The Third Anniversary number of AR is the 
best yet. More power to you and the responsible 
editorial Board. 

I feel sure that the course you folks are shap- 
ing is the right one. There is nothing that the free- 
thought movement in this country needs more 
than unity.and a clear cut program of action. 

For many years I have been insisting orally, 
in writing, and in discussions with my Secular, 
Rationalist and Humanist friends that they should 
come down out of their Ivory Towers and take to 
the field of Action. It is so easy for them to sit 
aloft thinking their thoughts and contemplating 
their navels. It is another thing to promulgate a 
program of action and then to get busy on it. 
Action is ayways the test of thought. It is also 
the test of men. 

It may well be that the best service AR can per- 
form for the Freethought movement in the United 
States is to drive, drive, drive for UNITY and 
ACTION. This will threaten some personal vested 
interests and shake the thrones of some would-be 
petty popes but the sooner such barnacles are re- 
moved the better will be the progress of our 
movement. 

May I suggest that the August Annual Convention 
set up a committee on Freehought Unity and a 
Committee. to Promulgate a Program for Rational 
Action, 

Most sincerely, 


Wm. E. Zeuch, California. 
* 


* * 


Dear Dr. Coate: 


Thanks very much for the RATIONALIST CHAL- 
LENGE and FAITH IN MAN folders, received a 
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few days ago. I consider the article a very ex- 
cellent one, and it is exactly the way I feel. 

I have mailed all of the folders to people whom 
I believe will make good use of them. The last 
went out today via air mail to Vashti McCollum, 
addressed to her at Venice, Italy. She is on a 
cruise with her aunt. 

I am 73 years of age, a native of California, 
and my mother was a native daughter. I am an 
Atheist and an active member of AHA. — I have 
been an Atheist since I was 21, and the longer 
I live the happier I am that I am an Atheist and 
a member of AHA. 


All the best to you and, 
Sincerely, 


W. H. Young, California. 


> © * 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Your editorial in this Anniversary number is 
par excellent and I know it will appeal to every 
true Rationalist, Humanist and Liberal... You 
have a definite objective, put a lot of punch and 
facts into it, and keep your arguments and logic 
true to the line. Congratulations! Send me a dozen 
copies and bill me for same... 

I am so happy to learn that the Freethinkers of 
Southern California are coming with us. I am 
sure we can be of help to them and they in turn 
do us a lot of good. I have so long hoped, and 
shall continue to hope, that ALL Freethought 
organizations may some day soon unite under the 
common banner of Scientific Humanism. 

If we, as Rationalists, can successfully develop 
a rational society, free from the prejudices and 
superstitions of our inherited past, then I think we 
will have been worthy of our existence and efforts 
in behalf of mankind. 

Scientific Humanism, to me, is the most ideal 
name of all the many and various titles of the 
numerous Freethought organizations. We are 
humans and we like to think we are scientific and 
factual thinkers, We like to think that our faith 
in mankind, and our knowledge of the laws and 
forces that govern us have been arrived at through 
careful study, free from prejudice of all forms. 
The more scientific we become the more rational 
we will become, and thus some day be intellectually 
developed enough to be able to enter into more 
than one field of human interest without conflict 
among ourselves. 


Rationally yours, 
Arthur G. Cromwell, New York. 
* * * 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

The March issue of the American Rationalist 
was the best by far to date. Your “How Rational 
are Rationalists?” and above all, “Demonstrating 
Faith in Man,” are excellent and I wish you would 
send me six copies for which I inclose my check 
for $2.00. Thanks. 

As ever yours, 


Edward Petrikovitch, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





Dear Dr. Coate: 

Thanks for sending me the copies of the American 
Rationalist magazine. I have read them but found 
myself a little confused by having two articles 
running on the same page in the wide and narrow 
columns in the older issue. I see you have changed 
that now, which is a marked improvement, The 
content is interesting and well written, and I am 
going to subscribe for it. 

Read Bain, Miami University, 
Oxford, O. 


+ « + 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I realize that my particular view of what a 
Rationalist movement should be is not exactly 
general... I think a Rationalist movement should 
be one to find ways of encouraging thinking, study- 
ing ways of improving personalities, etc. Thus I 
am particularly interested in having a magazine 
that considers thinking its province, This should 
be thinking in all fields. 

I realize that other goals are valuable too — to 
show religionists that Freethinkers are interested 
in social problems other than superstition and are 
therefore human beings like them. Again, study 
of various social problems, in the magazine, reminds 
Freethinkers that they should be open-minded and 
interested in more than secularism itself. We 
want to show that we are not fanatics, that we 
admit there are other dangers than religion. 

Harry E. Mongold, Illinois. 


+ * + 


Dear Friend Coate: 

Though I have read and reread Friend Cromwell’s 
letter to Senator Kennedy (May-June 1959), I 
simply cannot construe it as a eulogy. Surely he 
must have had his tongue clamped firmly between 
his molar teeth. 

Since it is a matter of public knowledge he surely 
must be aware that: 

a. Sen. Kennedy's mother is a Princess of the 
Vatican, 

b. He and his family have poured millions in 
lucre into the Church's coffers, and 

ce. Sen. Kennedy's father was a constant visitor 
to Pius XII. 

This last is especially significant. From its 
very inception intrique and chicanery has been the 
very cornerstone of Roman Catholicism. Machin- 
ation, deception, subterfuge and evasion have been 
utilized to a degree that would elicit the envy of 
Machiavelli; to suppose that the elder Kennedy’s 
conferences were concerned mainly with matters 
of religious nature would be the height of naivete. 

Of one thing we have good reason to feel certain. 
The Roman Catholic Church will not repeat the 
mistakes made in the presidential campaign Circa 
1928, when Al Smith was the Democratic and 
Catholic candidate. Of another, John Kennedy will 
not suffer excommunication; he is the Trojan horse 
that eventually will shatter the precedent of No 
Catholic in the White House, if elected. He may 
even adhere strictly to his declaration; in fact, this 
may precisely be called for in the master plan which 
has set 1976 as the year in which the United States 
will be dominated by a Catholic majority. 

With Kennedy’s election, his seeming adherence 
to constitutional law would serve admirably as an 
electoral narcotic and a Catholic majority in the 


Congress will inevitably follow as a matter of 
course. 

As MacBeth’s wife put it, “bear welcome in your 
eyes, your hands, your tongue, look like the in- 
nocent flower, but be the serpent under it.” 

Herman Stern 
+ * * 
To the Editor, 
The Indianapolis Star: 


The twisted workings of the medieval mentality 
are nowhere so clearly exhibited as in Oscar Rieger’s 
recent contribution to the Star’s letter column. Mr. 
Rieger’s letter shows quite well how the uncritical 
“believer” allows outworn creeds to do his thinking 
for him, a practice which has nothing to be said 
in its favor. Actually, the vast majority of our 
scientists and serious thinkers, as reliable studies 
by psychologists such as James Leuba have shown, 
would never subscribe to the “credo” cited by 
Mr. Rieger, and would doubtless join with Philip 
Wylie in depreciating those who run back to yester- 
day’s gods and outworn creeds in order to hide 
from today’s truths. 

The “salesmen of darkness” are not the liberals 
and humanists who clamor for a new religion con- 
sistent with modern knowledge; rather, the “sales- 
men of darkness” are those who would turn the 
clock back a thousand years and allow small- 
minded totalitarian religious fanatics to control 
every phase of life and thought. 

I have spent the better part of the past two 
years in Latin America observing just how a 
totalitarian ecclesiastical organization enslaves mil- 
lions of people with its heavy chains of inhuman 
dogma, and I fear that our own beloved United 
States is slipping steadily toward the same horrible 
fate. 

The great Spanish philosopher Miguel Unamuno 
once said that “the man who refuses to examine 
the fundamentals of his belief is a man living in 
insincerity and falsehood.” How applicable this is 
in America today. 

We must examine the fundamentals of our beliefs 
in the light of the best scientific and historical 
knowledge and struggle to establish that modern, 
rational, democratic, scientific, ethical Humanism 
which Albert Schweitzer has called “the most pro- 
found spirituality.”” Ed Doerr, Associate Editor, 

The American Rationalist. 
* ok * 

Dear Dr. Coate: 

Something peculiar has happened here the past 
two months which may be nothing more than co- 
incidence, but which I think should be noted and 
checked on. 

With the inception of the “Gawd” slogan on 
the dollar bills, “In God We Trust” I have con- 
sistently rubber stamped every one passing through 
my hands with the protest “Tllegally Issued — In 
Violation of the Law’. As announced this slogan 
was introduced with the new series of plates be- 
ginning with the serial “A” and I have consistently 
found this slogan on all dollar bills through the 
letter series “K’”’. 

I have not yet found a series “L’”’ dollar bill with 
this slogan, although the bills seen are fresher 
in appearance and would logically seem to have 
been printed after series “K” in the normal course 
of events. 
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Since dollar bills are not normally related to 
the Federal Reserve District as are bills of highter 
denomination, I am puzzled to know if the dis- 
appearance of the slogan on the “L” series in 
this area is a freak of circulation, or if it pertains 
to all Federal Reserve Districts. 

It makes me wonder if perchance my protest 
along with others of similar nature are having a 
cumulative effect leading to discontinuance of the 


slogan? Perhaps not, but “where is Gawd in the 
‘L’ series”? 
Sincerely, 
John H. Latta, Oklahoma. 
. . © 


Dear Friends: 

Today people everywhere face the common danger 
of destruction in nuclear warfare. An end to bomb 
tests will not remove the danger, for enough 
weapons are already stockpiled to end all life, 
and missile bases are being rushed to completion, 
which can bring universal destruction at the push 
of a button. Protest alone cannot save us, nor can 
treaties based on the continuance of power politics. 

To remove the danger, it is imperative to go be- 
yond protest and establish those conditions which 
are required for effective disarmement and the 
peaceful conduct of world affairs. We believe this 
requires some form of democratic world govern- 
ment, with clearly defined and limited powers 
adequate to cope with international problems. 

Already a large number of thinking people in 
many countries see the need for a federal govern- 
ment, and the need for bringing about a rapid 
change in the direction of events to avert catastro- 
phe. Tremendous results might be accomplished 
if these individuals could decide upon a common 
course of action to meet the current crisis. 

Philip Isely, Denver, Colo. 


> * * 


LIFE MAGAZINE AND PROTESTANTS 

Lester Mondale, Leader of The Philadelphia 
Ethical Society recently wrote the letter below 
to LIFE magazine. It shows clearly how our 
magazines and newspapers are slanted. We quote: 
“On two different occasions I have piled high back 
numbers of Life Magazine to make a factual study 
of what has long seemed to me to be a marked 
religious bias in presenting the news. Life’s editors 
never miss a chance, it has seemed to my eyes, 
to bring in extensively the religious background of 
anyone on their pages, provided that background 
coincides with the particular religious bent of the 
editors, Unfortunately, I have never found the 
time to clip and measure, and write an article on 
the results. Now I wonder if any such study is 
necessary. A week ago, after reading the startling 
news that the Astronauts who had survived the 
tests, psychological and otherwise were Protestants, 
I turned to Life Magazine of April 20, 1959. I found 
eight pages devoted to the men and the subject; 
pictures of wives and children, schoolrooms, the 
seven men themselves. Listed were their ages, 
sizes, comments, I.Q’s, but nowhere the news that 
all other publications saw fit to print, that ALL 
SEVEN WERE PROTESTANTS! One wonders 
if it isn’t high time Henry Luce either reshuffled 
Life’s editorial staff, or put under the name on the 


cover the line: “America’s Number One Diocesan 
Magazine.” 
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A Commissar for Deviation 


In America by OTTO PAULS 


Since 1900 the Roman Papacy has kept a 
commissar for deviation in Washington. Up to 
date he has always been an Italian, never an 
American. 


This innovation coincided with the Father 
McGlynn case in New York, at the time when 
Henry George’s single tax party almost elected 
a mayor in that city. Tammany Hall crooks 
counted him out. McGlynn supported the sin- 
gle taxers and the reigning Roman Catholic 
archbishop opposed them. This resulted in Mc- 
Glynn’s excommunication by the archbishop 
and much dissension among the parishioners. 

The Pope sent a representative to iron out 
the differences that were exposing the Church's 
dictatorial rule to public ridicule and scorn. 
McGlynn was finally reinstated in the fold but 
his vindictive superior saw to it that he was 
assigned to a tiny rural parish and practically 
buried. 

The McGlynn affair and other factors gave 
rise to rumors of a heresy known as ““Ameri- 
canism."’ The Pope asked Cardinal Gibbons of 
Baltimore to investigate the matter. Gibbons, a 
wise old Irishman, reported back that he had 
looked everywhere and found no “‘American- 
ism"’ heresy among the faithful. 

Evidently the papacy accepted Gibbons’ 
findings with a heavy sprinkling of salt, for an 
Italian commissar for deviation has been main- 
tained in Washington ever since. He reports to 
Rome, not to the people in this country. 

Ruled absolutely from the top down, the 
Roman Church strives to safeguard its doctrines 
and dogmas by maintaining a separate school 
system in opposition to the public schools. 

The hierarchy are acutely aware that if the 
matter of belief or non-belief was postponed 
until the child matured enough to judge for 
himself he would most likely be indifferent to 
and skeptical of “‘supernatural’’ dogmas and 
ritual magic. So the parochial school force-feeds 
children with matters on which adults are noto- 
riously unable to agree. 

But the public schools engender an atmos- 
phere favorable to rule from the bottom up, 
in churches, education and government. Such 
an atmosphere is very apt to facilitate devia- 
tion among the followers of a church in which 
democratic rule is conspicuous by its absence. 
Hence the need for a commissar for deviation 
in the United States. 








THE PROCESS OF INTUITION 
by Virginia Burden 

Mrs. Burden offers what she calls “intuition” as 
a step above reasoning. She refers to a practice of 
relaxing the thought-life so that one can become 
aware of where things are leading him. Whether 
anything but reasoning is involved in the evaluations 
and decisions one can make in this way is arguable, 
but many readers will certainly sympathize with 
her stand against conformism and the artificial 
motivations of too much civilization. 

Greenwich, 70 pp., $2.50. Order from AR Book 
Service. Harry E. Mongold 

* x * 
ABOLISH THE BLASPHEMY LAWS 
by Robert S. W. Pollard 

In this pamphlet the medieval British Blasphemy 
Laws — still on the books are fully discussed and 
explained. 

Although these laws are rarely invoked nowadays 
they represent a constant threat to active freethink- 
ers, and N.S.S. outdoor speakers, such as I, probably 
break the laws innumerable times during the course 
of a lecture. 

Well worth a study for those who would like to 
learn something of the legal position of British 
freethought. Dave Shipper 

Society for the Abolition of the Blasphemy Laws 
London. Order from the AR Book Service for 15c. 

* 2 2 
TWO PLAYS AND A PREFACE 
by Nigel Dennis 

The tastefully produced volume under review con- 
tains the two plays Nigel Dennis has already writ- 
ten (one senses that there are more in the oven) 
and a Shavian-style preface of some 50 pages. But 
the preface should be read in its entirety as an 
integral part of the book, a dramatic essay which 
lights up the author’s original outlook. 

The first of these plays, “Cards of Identity’, is 
the dramatized version of the novel which had 
quite a champagne reception at the hands of such 
newspapers as The Times, the Sunday Times and 
The Observer. As a play, the scenes cleverly al- 
ternate between Upstairs and Downstairs, the in- 
habitants of the latter being those whose identity 
has been changed by the former. It is as though we 
are taken on a swing in and out of the “Libido” 
region. Upstairs, the Conference of the Identity 
Club sparkles with dramatic ingeunity, the changing 
situations touched off with wit and maintained at 
a high level of humor. A distinguishing charac- 
teristic of Nigel Dennis is the facility with which 
he conquers tragedy with a laugh. 

Several people who saw “Cards of Identity” on 
the stage have remarked to me on the dramatic 
effect of the lengthy speech by the whiskey-priest, 
Father Golden Orfe. In it occurs this gem: “You 
see in me a great sinner. He is clinging to the 
Cross. Nearly all the great sinners nowadays cling 
to the Cross, We hope that if the Cross could 


speak it would say, ‘This supports me more than 
it supports you’.” 

Both these plays offer fine opportunities to the 
players and to the producers. If these opportunities 
are taken, and the playwright’s purposes correctly 
interpreted, there follows an intellectual banquet 
for the audience and the flavoring is of humor and 
wit. 

As the first no-holds-barred satire on religion to 
be shown on the Western stage, “The Making of 
Moo” is ruthlessly blasphemous: any producer who 
either tried to tone it down, or to spoil it by clown- 
ing, would be doing a grave disservice to his art. 
For these characters become fanatically serious 
people, going about their bloody business in grim 
earnest. The laughter is in the audience, not in 
the characters. The Moovites are not trying to be 
funny; they are funny. We laugh at them, not 
with them, in the spectacular second act which 
created so much controversy when the London 
production was running. 

These characters are somwhat of the Shavian 
type, serving the purposes of the dramatist, and 
certainly not less credible than Shaw’s. Some critics 
have expressed surprise that they could have become 
so murderous between Act 1 and Act 2: _ these 
people should read the subtitle, “A History of Re- 
ligion.” That all the evolution of Mooism should 
take place in one generation is one of the privileges 
of the stage.... 

Some of the American critics have displayed ap- 
palling ignorance of what the play is about, re- 
garding it as a sort of carnival piece for the 
Student’s Rag Day. The fault here is that free- 
thought propaganda is not sufficiently widespread. 
The dissemination of freethought could create a 
cultural milieu in which the play would not only 
excellently be received, but also execllently under- 
stood. —from The Freethinker, 

reviewed by G. H. Taylor 

Wiedenfeld and Nicolson, 1958, $2.60. Order from 
AR Book Service. 

* o* * 
FROM WHENCE CAME YOU 
by Morton Deutsch 

This is a careful study of the history of Free- 
masonry by a life-long student of the order. He 
explains the differences between English and Ame- 
rican Masonry. The latter stresses spirituality and 
philosophical truisms, while the British put more 
emphasis on good fellowship, cultivated at sump- 
tuous banquets with alcoholic beverages. 

Mr. Deutsch discusses John the Baptist, placing 
him among the Essenes, which fits very well with 
the new information we have since the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were discovered. 

There is an enlightening chapter on the Inigo 
Jones manuscript, listing the “charges” that were 
placed upon the Masons as early as 932 A.D. Much 
is said of the fine old buldings that the Master 
Masons constructed through the ages. 

Many historical personages walk through these 
pages, from Alfred the Great to Sir Christopher 
Wren. 

The author concludes with an appeal for an ap- 
propriate marking of “Cradles of Masonry” which 
have been discovered in Europe, the Holy Land, 
on Cyprus, and Rhodes. No Mason can fail to be 
interested in this book. Kay Vining 

Philosophical Library, $4.75. Order from AR 
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“INTERPLANETARY TRAVEL” 
by A. Sternfeld 

This is the background to the birth of the Sputnik 
and a discussion of interplanetary travel in an 
easy-to-read manner which a person with little 
or no knowledge of astronautics would find easy 
to grasp. It is written by a Society scientist en- 
gaged on rocketry and space-travel. 

After a brief introduction to the “Legends and 
Science of Space-Travel” the book is split into 
four parts, Part One deals with the problem of 
escaping Earth and discusses methods of propulsion 
and space-ship design. In Part Two we are taken 
for an imaginary flight. There are problems con- 
nected with take-off, living on board ship, the 
dangers in space, and return to Earth. Part Three 
enlightens us about construction and utilization 
of an artificial satellite, and Part Four shows some 
of the differences between flights to the Moon, 
Mars, Venus, and other planets. 

The book is well illustrated and can be recom- 
mended for those without time to study weightier 
volumes. Dave Shipper 

Foreign Languages Publishing House (Moscow) 
40c. 


t * * 


“THE ESSENCE OF CHRISTIANITY” 
by Ludwig Feuerbach, as edited and abridged by 
E. G. Waring and F. W. Strothmann 

Feuerbach’s classic is much abbreviated for this 
little book. Very helpful subheads have been added 
every few paragraphs by the editors. 

This study is really one of human nature, as 
exemplified by the adoption of religions, especially 
Christianity. He says that “religion is man’s earli- 
est, and still indirect, form of self-knowledge.” 
Men objectify their ideals and perceptions of their 
abilities, considering the object to be a supreme 
god. It is before this objectified conscience that 
man trembles. When he confesses to the god, he 
confesses to himself. Even the attribution of mercy 
is an objectification of his own attitude, for he 
feels and admires compassion. 

As a study of the origin of theology and also as 
a convenient form of a classic of freethought, this 
book is well worth reading. 

Harry E. Mongold 

Frederick Ungar, Paper $1.00, Cloth $2.00. Order 
from AR Book Service. 


+ + * 


“GHOSTS AND SPIRITS IN THE 
ANCIENT WORLD” 
by E. J. Dingwall 


Dr. Dingwall, formerly Research Officer of the 
Society for Physical Research, in this pocket-size 
booklet “attempts to give an idea to the general 
reader of what men and women in early times used 
to think about occult and spiritualistic manifesta- 
tions.” In this he is successful and displays great 
scholarship, with good references to various other 
authorities, including works in French and German. 

Those who have read Rinn’s “Sixty Years of 
Psychical Research” will recognize much of the 
ancient mediumistic trickery, for it is still being 
used. Indeed, by comparison, some of our run-of-the- 
mill mediums might well be accused of lacking 
imagination (in their demonstrations) when com- 


24 «+ The American Rationalist 


pared to the Egyptian, Grecian, or Roman char- 
latans! 

Rationalists may adopt a more sceptical attitude 
than the author when he told that “an investigator 
like my friend Dr. Walter F. Prince experienced 
“bedshakings” on several occasions and another 
time the same “emminent and extremely capable 
observer” felt “five vigorous pokes from beneath 
the bed.” 

Again, in speaking of Wang Ch’ung, a sceptical 
Chinese philosopher of the first century, he con- 
cedes only that he may have been “partly right.” 
Wang Ch’ung thought that apparitions were “mere 
products of fiction: phantoms hatched by human 
brains, especially by those of the sick” and 20th 
century sceptics map agree with the Ist century 
cynic. 

In spite of these two criticisms I found the book- 
let very interesting, easy to read, and to be es- 
pecially recommended to those with limited time 
for reading the larger works. 

Dave Shipper 

Kegan Paul, 90c. Order from AR Book Service. 


* * * 


“THE TRUE BELIEVER” 
by Eric Hoffer 

Containing thoughts on the nature of the active, 
revivalist phase of mass movements, this book 
gives much insight into the personality of the in- 
dividual of fanatical faith, who is ready to sacrifice 
his life for a cause. Contemporary movements where 
successful techniques of conversion have been per- 
fected and applied are examined. 

The author comments that it is easier for a 
fanatic Catholic to be converted to Communism 
than for him to become a sober liberal. He adds 
that although atheists disagree with the Catholic’s 
beliefs, we admire him for his devotion to the 
cause. The opposite of the religious fanatic, he 
goes on, is not the atheist, but the gentle agnostic 
who does not care whether there is a God or not. 

The writer of this book expects the reader to 
disagree with much that is said. There is a lot of 
food for thought for Rationalists here. 

Nan Mongold 


Mentor Books, 60c. Order from AR Book Service. 
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BIRTH CONTROL AND CATHOLIC DOCTRINE 
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BOUND VOLUME OF 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
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beautifully bound in maroon aad gold 
stamped, are available for $5.00 each. 
Limited Supply. 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Lovis Ave. St. Lovis 6, Mo. 








100 ASSORTED REPRINTS of outstanding 
articles in AR plus 4 sheets (240) anti- 
clerical stickers. — $1.00. 
BOOK SERVICE 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
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FOR SALE—Comic Postal Cards, 
six. No. 1 to 6, Drawn by Ottokar. Price 
5¢ each, all six for 25¢. Order from 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST, 2218 St. Louis 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

LET US REASON TOGETHER, poem, by 
Fred Rosenberg, five cents each, 3 for 10c 
— 40 for $1.00. Rationalist Publica- 
tions, 2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Louis 6, 
Mo. 
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pamphlets by Lowell H. Coate: 
WHAT IS WAR? 

THE PATRIOTISM OF PEACE 

THE SOCIAL TECHNIQUES OF 
NON-VIOLENCE 
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for 25c. Combined quantities for $1.00. 
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A Famous Liberal Author. 


IN HONOR OF 
THOMAS PAINE 


Inspirer of American Independence 
Apostle of Liberty 
Prophet of Democracy 
Champion of Human Rights 


Cover Booklet. 


January 29, 1737 — June 8, 1809 
a 
Send 25c check or money order 
for postage and handling 
THE LIBERTARIAN BOOKMAN 


SUITE 1804-R, 203 N. WABASH 
CHICAGO 1, ILL. 








Read The LIBERAL 
A 24 page monthly journal of the 
Friendship Liberal League, devoted to 
freethought, rationalism, and tops of 
general interest to freethinkers. 
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American Rationalist Federation 
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All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 


To start with the unpleasant 
news we must report that hard- 
working treasurer of this mag- 
azine, and circulation manager, 
Boyd Wamack spent a month in 
the hospital after a severe heart 
attack. He has been handling the 
records and details of subscriptions 
since the beginning of this, our 
magazine, and if readers do not 
receive prompt attention and fast 
service it may be because other 
members of the staff are doing 
his work and there might be 
delays. 


The fifth annual convention of 
the AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
FEDERATION will be unusual 
this year as it is meeting in the 
beautiful resort camp of the mid- 
west branches of the Workman’s 
Benefit Fund. — The Recreation 
Camp is located a half-mile from 
Genoa City, Wisconsin, on High- 
way 12 and can be reached from 
Chicago by Greyhound Bus. There 
are fine facilities at the camp, 
a modern swimming pool, bowling 
alleys, library, good food and lodg- 
ing at very reasonable rates. The 
convention charge is $4.50 includ- 
ing registration and banquet. The 
convention begins with a social 
evening on Friday, August 28th. 
Registration is 9 a.m. on Saturday 
and will close the sessions on 
Sunday around noon, 


The AMERICAN RATIONAL- 
IST FEDERATION has completed 
its survey begun almost three 
years ago of organizing state- 
wide groups in those areas where 
no organizations existed. This has 
been a long and difficult task by 
secretary Walter Hoops, a task 
that other organizations and Fed- 
erations declined to tackle for the 
past few decades, and the reason 
for a slump in organized Rational- 
ism. Mr. Hoops states in Ration- 
alist News (distributed to state- 





wide organizations and individual 
members) that he wishes to retire 
as secretary. He says that Ra- 
tionalism without funds is as in- 
effectual as churches are without 
money. It-is difficult to believe 
that the federation has accom- 
plished so much with, so _ little 
money. Think what it could do 
with sufficient funds. . 


Fact publication found out that 
its numerous issues makes for 
rapid results of action when ac- 
tion is necessary. Unfortunately 
an appeal for funds to help out 
a fellow who had asked for aid 
was ill-advised and the surprising 
amount of funds collected will be 
returned to donors (including your 
reporter). While this case was un- 
fortunate, it resulted in two posi- 
tive realizations. Fact publication 
has a responsible readership that 
is serious about doings FOR the 
Rationalist movement. The second 
point made is that in order to 
see the movement progress we 
need effective organizations that 
can take over the job of helping 
those organizations and individuals 
who need it. We doubt that the 
person Fact tried to aid was even 
a member of any organization, 
which is probably why a mistake 
was made. — Your reporter has 
decided that such aid should be 
accomplished thru reputable or- 
ganizations with proper machinery 
for this type of work and that 
from here on only Rationalists be- 
longing to the movement have any 
right to be helped. Just subscribing 
to a Rationalist publication may 
be supporting the movement in a 
way, but it is, by no means, con- 
sidered belonging to it. 


Vacationers or anyone traveling 
thru Milwaukee are invited to stop 
by and visit with Gordie Goltz at 
his Coffee Shop at 1515 N. 27th 
St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Gordie 
says to stop in for a cup of Uncle 
Gordie’s Goo and a bowl of bean 
soup and a slab of home made 
farm-style bread. If you are travel- 
ing in New Jersey, be sure to visit 
Burnham Park at Morristown, one 
of the most impressive statues in 
the U.S. has been erected there, 
the “gold” statue of Thomas Paine. 
When in the vicinity of Dresden, 
N.Y., visit the Ingersoll Memorial 
House. Visitors are always: invited 
to the Thomas Paine Center any 
evening, in Philadelphia. 


One of the amazing stories has 
come from Colorado where Ronald 
Pesha, Rationalist supreme, gave 
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a sermon before the Montezuma 
Valley Presbyterian Church on the 
subject Blessed are the Peace- 
makers. The congregation “loved 
it.”” But they didn’t know that our 
good friend is an atheist. This 
proves a point but we'll leave that 
for you to ‘fill in.” 


Dr. Vitali Negri, due to ill 
health, has resigned as president 
of the FREETHINKERS OF SO. 
CALIFORNIA, on his physician’s 
insistence. The new president is 
Frank Vincent Waddy, who recent- 
ly gave a lecture before the or- 
ganization on Comparative Re- 
ligions, a review of ancient and 
modern myths and their relation 
to the development of ethical 
principles as a guide to human 
conduct. Dr, Negri has published 
a pamphlet on Einstein Theory of 
Relativity Simplified for Every- 
body. Dr. Negri is now Honorary 
President of the organization. At 
the May meeting Editor Dr. Lowell 
H. Coate lectured on the subject: 
The Philosophy of Freethought 
Organizations Throughout The 
United States. Mac Arthur Propp, 
attorney, spoke before their June 
meeting on Origin of and Differ- 
ences Between Law and Justice 
as Formulated by Society Through- 
out the Ages. The organization is 
sending its first delegates to the 
ARF convention this year. 


A lecture on the life of Clarence 
Darrow was given by attorney 
Joseph J. Cronin before the Phila- 
delphia FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL 
LEAGUE. — His review of the 
Scopes “Monkey Trial” was well 
presented. 


A new organization formed on 
June 21st, the SECULARIST SO- 
CIETY OF SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA, adopted a constitution 
and elected Hugh Robert Orr as 
president, Juanita Gazolas first 
vice-president, Oscar Kolen as the 
second vice-president, Irene Thor, 
secretary, Mrs. Harry Fowler as 
treasurer, and Culbert L. Olson, 
parliamentarian, Information may 
be secured from Mrs. Irene Thor, 


Hugh Robert Orr, editor of the 
Progressive World magazine, visit- 
ed with secularists in Portland 
and Seattle with fine attendance. 


In opposition to the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago and 
its policy of favoring religion in 
public schools the ETHICAL SO- 
CIETY of Chicago issued a state- 
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ment that the proposals of the 
Church Federation were an “at- 
tempt to subtly turn the public 
schools into Protestant parochial 
schools . . .” Three of Chicago’s 
paper’s carried this. The Chicago 
Daily News gave the most space 
to the story quoting the Ethical 
statement that “Religion is too 
personal, too controversial, too 
amotional and too intellectual a 
matter for it to be entrusted to 
any group but that of one’s own 
choosing.” 


It also quoted the statement 
that “History is replete with ex- 
amples to prove that morality 
does not depend on theology .. .” 
and that “We do not believe that 
‘God’ is the ultimate sanction of 
ethical and religious values,” as 
the Church Federation document 
argued. The Chicago Parent-Teach- 
er Association, the Citizens School 
Committee and the Illinois Division 
of the American Civil Liberties 
Union have come out against the 
Church Federation along with the 
Ethical Society. Reprints of the 
three news reports may be ob- 
tained from the Chicago Ethical 
Society, 509 S. Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago 5, IIL. 


Dr, Harold Scott conducts four 
different radio programs every 
Sunday in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
which are unusual to say the 
least. He answers questions from 
listeners, such as the one who 
asked about the Old Testament. He 
read it, or tried to read it, but 
can’t get much out of it. Dr. Scott 
replies, on radio, that: “I would 
say that it is not a guide book 
for us today. I'd say to attempt 
to use it is a misuse of the Old 
Testament. It was not addressed 
to us but to a people of long ago. 
Religion does not come from the 
Old Testament but the Old Testa- 
ment is an expression of religion.” 
Dr. Scott’s talks may be obtained 
from the Unitarian Church, 569 
South 13th East, Salt Lake City 
2, Utah. He has a Dollar-A-Month 
Club for those who want to re- 
ceive copies of the addresses. — 
While he has four different radio 
programs, his addresses are heard 
over as many as dight radio 
stations. 


The American Humanist Ass’n. 
opposes the religious courses offer- 
ed in public universities and con- 
tends that this transgresses the 
boundaries of scholarly neutrality, 
and even to violate the law. A 
statement of the organization says 





that “Religion should be taught 
as are other subjects - according 
to the rules of scholarly objectivity 
and keeping in mind that when re- 
ligious or anti-religious partisan- 
ship enters the classroom, scholar- 
ship flies out the window — along 
with the American tradition of 
separation of church and state.” 
George von Hilsheimer has been 
appointed AHA Group Organizer 
and Counselor by the Board of 
Directors. George has just return- 
ed from Europe after completing 
his military service. Prior to in- 
duction he was director of religious 
education at the Ethical Society 
of St. Louis. He is a graduate of 
the University of Miami with ad- 
vance work in psychology at Mi- 
ami, Washington University and 
the University of Chicago. — In 
Europe he visited and lectured 
among humanist movements. 


The HUMANIST FELLOWSHIP 
of Oakland lost their radio time 
when the station was sold to own- 
ers who had a policy of not broad- 
casting church programs. How- 
ever arrangements were made with 
Station KRE of Berkeley and now 
three programs a week will be 
possible. 


While many decry the encroach- 
ments on church-state separation, 
says POAU, only their organiza- 
tion is set up to do something 
about them. A form letter from 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State states they joined the 
fight which broke the R.C. ban 
on birth control information in 
New York’s public hospitals 
brought to trial the colonel who 
used the free mailing privileges 
of the Air Force for a sectarian 
fund appeal, broke the drive aimed 
at dedicating all branches of the 
armed services to Roman Catholic 
saints, pushed into public view 
the church-state issues involved 
in the candidacy of a Roman 
Catholic for president (with TV 
programs), elicited a credo of 
church-state separation from a 
leading Catholic candidate, exposed 
clerical abuses in surplus com- 
modities distributed abroad, pre- 
sented testimony before a half 
dozen Congressional committees 
and aided in law suits to correct 
church-state violations. For all 
further information write to:— 
POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 

The Humanist, British monthly, 
has brought out the fact that as 
the Church of England is by law 


established, every parishioner has 
a legal right to be buried in the 
churchyard of his parish with no 
religious service at all. This ap- 
plies to rationalists as well as non- 
conformists, 


The building fund of the NEW 
ZEALAND RATIONALIST AS- 
SOCIATION has grown to almost 
$10,000 and one method used was 
the offer by one member to donate 
almost $300 to every like amount 
the association raised. The search 
for a building site is under way 
and architects have been consult- 
ed for design. 


The members of the Leicester 
Secular Society, London, have a 
varied program. A Tuesday night 
discussion group, a Wednesday 
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““MARIA MONK” 
A NUN’S LIFE IN A CONVENT 


A BOOK OF FACTS! 
A detailed description of black: 
nunnery in Montreal. Twenty areat$ 
chapters. Maria Monk, escaped nun, 
describes in detail the terrible ex- 
periences of helpless and defenceless 
qirls within the high stone walls of 
the Hotel Dieu Nunnery at Montreal. § 
The most terrible revelations eyer 
recorded. 
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this vital and important subject. No 
book like this in print. Read this 
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afternoon women’s social hour are 
regular features, and an excellent 
club room is available for recre~- 
ation. A very large freethought 
library is open every evening. — 
Lectures are held every Sunday 
throughout the winter season and 
include freethought leaders from 
many parts of England and uni- 
versity lecturers of professional 
rank. Their secretary, Harold 
Hammersly, is probably the busi- 
est newspaper controversialist in 
the country with an average of a 
letter a week in the local press, 
and occasionally breaking into the 
national press too. 


The Berlin FREIGEISTIGEN 
AKTION group had a lecture from 
Adolf Koch on Body - Soul - In- 
tellect. Walter Meyer spoke on 
The Mysterious Universe. 


Sneek Dutch Freethinkers heard 
World Union of Freethinkers Com- 
mittee member J. G. Rausch speak 
on The Existence of Life. He also 
lectured in Rotterdam on The 
Background of Faith - Healing. 


Freethinkers in Anterp, Belgium, 
lost an old and valued member 
with the death of Leon de Graeve. 


Swiss freethinkers of the FREI- 
GEISTIGEN VEREINIGUNG der 
SCHWEIZ, Basle branch, heard 
their president Fritz Belleville talk 
on Der Dialektische Materialismus. 
At the Berne branch Dr. Theo. 
Schwarz spoke on Existentialism 
and Religion. In Zurich honorary 
president Ernst Brauchlin spoke 
on What is Your Belief? 


Visitors to Australia are invited 
to call for a talk over tea-cups 
on Mr. Vincent Clery, 2G Huntleys 
Point Rd., Huntleys Point, Glades- 
ville, (Suburb of Sudney), NSW. 
Unitarian readers may be interest- 
ed in the Australian monthly The 
Beacon, from the Unitarian Church 
office, Cathedral Place, Melbourne 
C.2, Australia. 


Gottlieb Jahn sent this magazine 
a picture postal and greetings from 
a Freethinkers meeting with the 
delegates from Austria, Switzer- 
land and Germany. 


Mr. R. G. Robinson, M.A., spoke 
on the subject The Logic of “God” 
before the RATIONALIST ASS’N. 
OF JOHANNESBURG. Mr. Robin- 
son lectures in philosophy at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. 
He recently spoke to the Student’s 
Rationalist Society analysing the 
|statement God Exists. Meetings 








were held at the university. The 
students at the university publish 
their own Rationalist paper called 
the New Heretic.. 


About a hundred Rationalists 
from all over India and a half- 
dozen from Ceylon gathered for 
three days at Madras for their 
sixth All India Convention. The 
Delegates had an instructive ex- 
cursion to Mahabalipuram where 
Dr. J. T. Cornelius, archeologist 
and chairman of the reception com- 
mittee, was helpful showing the 
great archaelogical interests in 
the area. A magic show was pre- 
sented during the convention in 
which a magician of Madras ex- 
posed the superstition and fraud 
behind magic and explained its 
rationale to the audience in two 
public sessions. 


The World Union of Freethink- 
ers meets in Brussels September 
4th to 8th, for its 33rd Congress. 


The Detroit News 
On “Tax Relief’ 


“Partisans of private and of 
parochial schools embrace a faulty 
concept of public education when 
they complain of ‘paying twice’ 
for the education of their young. 
The public school tax is not a 
charge for services rendered. If 
it were, the parents of two chil- 
dren would pay twice as much as 
the parents of one, and childless 
persons and corporations would 
pay nothing. 

“No, the school tax is levied on 
the premise that a ‘free’ public 
education for all children benefits 
the whole community. It is analo- 
gous to police protection, paid for 
by taxes and provided for all. The 
citizen who wants more or dif- 
ferent police protection is free to 
hire a private policeman but he 


cannot thereby claim a tax re- 
duction.” 

© 

Truth always originates in a 


minority of one, and every custom 
begins as a broken precedent. 
—wWill Durant 
* 
The story of the fall of man is 
a lie. Man did not fall, he arose. 
—Horace Westwood 





WANTED 
“Is It God's Word" by Wheless. 
Book Service AR, 2218 St. 
St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


Lovis Ave. 
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‘“QUOTUS...”’ 


From The Freethought 
Publications Of The World 


from FACT: 

It is the Catholic Church that 
is the big menace. Instead of scat- 
tering our shot, we should spend 
more of our time fighting the 
‘champion.’ 


from RATIONALIST NEWS: 

Rationalism is the belief that 
the universe works in a natural, 
reasonable way and that there is 
no supernatural, If man is to make 
this world a better place in which 
to live, he must do it himself. 


from THE WESTRALIAN 
SECULARIST: 

At first it does not seem to be 
a waste of effort to tell others 
what they may already know. We 
raised the question “has every- 
thing we do, or say, to be reduced 
to the bare bones of utility or 
futility? —- we have decided that 
skeletons look best, when least 
visible. We found, too, that no 
movement or creed could flourish 
if its devotees shunned each other 
and concentrated on prospective 
converts — that all professional 
preachers talk mainly to their own 
flocks, and that our own secular 
activities are kept alive through 
the media of meetings with our 
own kind and the dissemination of 
the printed word, written for, 
bought, and read by the intiated, 
and that, just as “they didn’t know 
everything down in Judea”, neither 
do we, so let us talk to each other 
to, we hope, our mutual profit. 


from PROGRESSIVE WORLD: 
Emancipation from the mental 
slavery of religious superstition 
and its exploitation by churches 
and charlatans is as essential to 
the progress of civilization as is 


the emancipation from physical 
slavery. 

from THE NEW ZEALAND 
RATIONALIST: 


When the masses of the people 
began to learn how to read, some 
of them soon developed mentally 
beyond the confines of orthodox 
Christianity. Inquisitions could not 
stop a process of emancipation 
from superstition and needless 
fear. This process continues in 
today’s world at an ever-accelerat- 
ing rate, despite obvious subtle 
attempts to retard the progress of 
man’s development into a truly 
rational being. 
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|from THE PLAIN VIEW: 

Darwin... really implied things 
far more subversive of men’s 
ancient traditions, and far more 
pregnant with boundless new hopes 
and opportunity for humanity — 
than any that ever had been 
dreamed of by men in all their 
past history. 


from THE LIBERAL: 

A bill providing federal funds 
for a park around the St. George 
Methodist Church near Indepen- 
dence Square in Philadelphia has 
been approved by the Senate Com- 
mittee. The Zion United Church 
now wants a shrine set up to 
commemorate the “hiding place of 
the Liberty Bell during the Re- 
volutionary War.” And the Jews 
are raising funds for a synagogue 
in the park. The Catholics are 
seeking millions for St. Joseph’s 
thru the Housing Agency. From 
the number of shrines proposed, 
one would think that during the 
Revolution, Philadelphia swarmed 
with gun-toting parsons. History 
tells us, however, that the Con- 
tinental Congress paid little at- 
tention to clergymen, and refused 
to pause for prayer. But it did 
pause occasionally to “cuss out” 
its first chaplain who deserted to 
the British. 


from THE HUMANIST 
(England) : 

Confused thinking is not merely 
due to logical errors but to the 
wish which is the father to the 
thought. 


from RATIONALIST NEWS: 
In the beginning, as today, gods 


are used to explain things that 
man could not otherwise under- 
stand. 

from FACT: 


A job worth doing is worth do- 
ing well, but if you cannot do it 
well, at least do it. Your critics 
will help you improve it. 


from THE WESTRALIAN 
SECULARIST: 

Pain extolled as a divine 
means for strengthening character 
or testing a person’s fortitude in 
affliction. This, it is to be suspect- 
ed, is usually the viewer’s attitude 
to other people’s sufferings, so 
bravely borne by those not being 
hurt. Next comes the claim that 
it is a wisely instituted danger 
signal, warning when something 
is wrong with the body and that 
the sufferer should obtain advice 


is 





that the advent of pain coincided 


and attenion. If it could be shown. 





with the rise of the means of al- 
leviating it, there could be some 
sort of case for divine ordination. 
This cannot be done, so we must 
assume that pain was felt by the 
primitive man as it is by the low- 
er animals who have never devised 
the means of coping with it. Both 
had to “grin and bear,” and die, 
as many still have to, without the 
benefit of medical or surgical or 
Divine aids. Only man’s research 
has provided the knowledge and 
skill which has brought relief. It 
is a pity to have to dispel these 
comforting delusions to which so 
many still cling, but facts are 

facts. 
’ 


CHURCH SHOULD PAY TAX 
SHARE, SAYS LUTHERAN 


Hartford, Conn. — A prominent 
Lutheran layman deplored the tax- 
free status of church property. 


“There is no reason why the 
church and its institutions should 
not be paying their fair share of 
the taxes needed to support our 
government today,” Morton V. 
Bjorkquist of St. Paul, Minn., said 
at the 100th annual synod of the 
Augustana Lutheran Church. 

Bjorkquist is a member of the 
denomination’s board of social mis- 
sions and director of its services 
to children and aged in its Min- 
nesota conference. 

Talks to 300 

He told 300 lay delegates to the 
synod he was “horrified” at the 
willingness of some churchmen to 
accept discounts on parish con- 
struction, church purchases and 
some of their personal acquisitions. 

The Augustana Lutheran church 
is the fifth largest Lutheran group 
in the United States with a mem- 
bership of 600,000. 

‘Should Pay Way’ 

Bjorkquist said religious groups, 
like all others, make demands for 
fire and police protection, good 
roads and other public services. 
“There is no reason”, he continu- 
ed, “why we should not bear our 
share of the cost which our de- 
mands create.” 

He also chided church social 
groups who accept reductions on 
the price of coffee and other re- 
freshments. Such practices were as 
“horrifying as the thought of sell- 
ing” church membership at a dis- 
count, he said, 

Represented at the synod are 
600 clerical and lay delegates from 
35 states, the District of Columbia 
and Canada. 


Heavenly Humor 


by THE EDITOR 





The big Irish applicant for a policeman’s job 
in a small city was being examined verbally, having 
finished his written exams. “Suppose you were 
called in the matter of rabies, what would you do 
for them?” 

The applicant promptly replied, “Shure, and 
rabies are Jewish priests and I wouldn’t do a dom 
thing for the likes o’ thim!” 

*« ok * 

Pastor: “Children, I asked who of you wants to 
go to heaven. All of you responded, except you, 
Charles, why?” 

“Well Father, I can’t . . . Mother 
come straight home from school.” 

ok ok * 

A woman telephoned the bank to arrange for 
the disposal of a thousand dollar bond. “Is the 
bond for redemption or conversion?” she was asked. 
There was a long pause — — then the woman 
demanded: “Am I talking to the First National 
Bank or the First Baptist Church?” 

* a * 

It isn’t wise for a preacher to preach “a fool and 
his money are soon parted” just before passing 
around the collection plate. 

Deacon: — (after outdoor baptism) 
water cold?” 


Member — “No sir. Not a bit cold.” 


Deacon — “Better put him under again, elder; 
he ain’t quit lyin’ yet.” 
* * * 


said I must 


“Is that 


The only Protestant church in a Texas town had 
a member who died while the minister was out of 
town. The Baptists asked the local priest if he 
would conduct the burial services as the minister 
would not return in time. The priest did not know 
what the rules were on this occasion and wired 
his bishop if he could bury the Baptist. The return 
wire from the bishop read: 

“Bury all the Baptists you can.” 


+ * + 


PEACE 


Peace hath been said; we sing it; 

We pay a million priests to bring it. 
And after 2,000 years of mass 
We've got as far as poison gas. 

Since then we prayed and sang a psalm, 

And now we have the atom bomb. 

So that is why we cease to pray 
Unto the gods of yesterday. 


Instead we use our Reason — great, 
Negotiate and arbitrate. 
L.H.C. 
+ * + 


GOD GOES TO COURT 

The Judicial Conference of New York has issued 
a directive requiring that the motto, “In God We 
Trust” be displayed on a plaque in every court- 
room in the state. 


“GLOBE-DEMOCRAT ON STRIKE!” 

What a blow! No more David L., no mére George 
S., no more Orphan Annie to build up my character 
— but after all, it did save five cents. Came an- 
other dawn, and with it came inspiration ... Why 
Not Save Ten Cents? .. . so I wrote it all down on 
paper and sent it to a voxpop Editor. Then I 
boiled the letter down a little and put it in this 
pamphlet so all thrifty persons may learn how to 
save ten cents every day and be just as happy as 
as I am. 


“Forced to do my own thinking I now see that 
I do not need a newspaper. All I need is an oil 
company calendar and a copy of Doctor Dummbum'’s 
Home Medical Almanac and Treasury of Household 
Hints, With it I can forecast the time when the 
Administration will exhort our Congress to dig up 
another half-dozen billions of dollars for its foreign 
“Operation Rat-Hole”. And I will not need a news- 
paper or a radio or a TV set to list the blackmail 
“gimmicks’’ which will be used. — I will know, for 
example, that civilization stands on the brink of 
a disaster so appalling that our dedicated leaders 
dare not reveal its true horrors — if they do, we 
will all go out and hang ourselves to avoid getting 
killed. Further, I will know that our sacred 
traditions are going to plunge down Eternity’s 
awful drain if we do not immediately mortgage 
our children’s future for the next ten generations 


to come — to keep from groaning under an in- 
tolerable burden of debt, imposed by a merciless 
conqueror. 


In addition, I will know that the whole world is 
“really truly” all filled up to its little chin-strap 
with brotherly love for us and that we must prove 
ourselves worthy of all this trust and affection by 
giving each one a hundred million dollars. This will 
make them feel good and they will be more willing 
to accept two hundred millions next year. We must 
be practical about these things, for if they turn 
and cut our throats this will make it necessary for 
us to heap coals of fire on their heads by giving 
them three hundred millions. We must not doubt 
any of these things. Our Administration knows 
best. 

MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL, we must not allow 
our sympathy to cloud our judgement when deal- 
ing with our own fellow-citizens. The foolish ones 
who have carelessly allowed themselves to grow old 
and feeble are not making a meaningful contribution 
toward the world-wide extension of our democratic 
ideals, must be reminded that the United States 
is not made of money. We must be firm with these 
unworthy persons! —John M. Fishell 

* ” + 
CHURCHES NOT SAFE 

A 55-year-old woman piously praying in church 
in New York City was stabbed by a purse snatcher 
when she resisted his efforts to relieve her of her 
bag containing one dollar. It doesn’t seem quite 
right to us that when a person’s whole thoughts 
are engrossed in prayer, her guardian angel should 
mot be on the job. 

*” * + 

An evangelist recently announced that there are 
726 different sins. He is now beseiged with requests 
for the list —- mostly from people who think they 
must be missing something. 
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Humanism And God 


by Hector Hawton 

Among the many inquiries we receive about 
the meaning of humanism, one of the com- 
monest is whether it is a new name for atheism. 
It is, of course, a rather old name for rational- 
ism which, in recent years, has come into fash- 
ion. Rationalists are not necessarily atheists; 
many prefer to call themselves agnostics. In 
the past, some of the most honored names in 
the freethought movement were deists. There 
is no need for anyone to be confused by the 
fact that the same family of ideas has been 
described in different periods by different 
names, Freethinkers, rationalists, and humanists 
belong to the same stock, but their most dis- 
tinguishing characteristic is not their attitude 
to the belief in God. It is intellectual provincial- 
ism to be surprised or perplexed because the 
question of the existence of God is not central 
to humanism. Yet even a glancing acquaintance 
with non-Christian philosophies shows that 
there is nothing novel in such a position. It 
was adopted by Confucius and Buddha in the 
East and by Epicurus in the West. The Epi- 
cureans did not necessarily dispute the exist- 
ence of gods, but they were satisfied that the 
gods did not interfere with human affairs. The 
Christian God is a fusion between the Un- 
moved Mover of Aristotle—who was content 
to watch the wheels of the universe go round— 
and the Jewish God, who continually inter- 
fered with the process. Pascal expressed the 
difference. between these ill-matched concepts 
as “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and the God of the philosophers."’ No human- 
ist could believe in the former, but some have 
believed in the latter. Today, however, deism 
is out of favor and most humanists would 
probably agree that to exist is to make a dif- 
ference and that ‘to say that something exists 
which produces no effects is to talk nonsense. 
The overwhelming majority of centemporary 
humanists look forward with Julian Huxley to 
the time when “‘it will be as impossible for an 
intelligent, educated man or woman to believe 
in a God as it is now to believe that the earth 
is flat or that disease is a divine punishment.” 

The reason why humanism cannot be simply 
equated with atheism is that some atheists (such 
as Nietzsche) could not possibly be described 
as humanists. What is distinctive about human- 
ism is less its views on God than its beliefs 
about man. The mere rejection of the super- 
natural does not entail the ideals and way of 
life to which the humanist is committed, but 
it is a necessary first step. 
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The Importance Of Books 
On the reading of worthwhile literature here 
is a verse from the noted American poet, Edna St. 
Vincent Millay: 
For books are more than books; 
They are the life, 
The very heart and core of ages past, 
The reason why men lived and worked, 
and died, 
The essence and quintessence of their lives. 
a 
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DID YOU KNOW THAT THESE BOOKS 


BY OUR INCOMPARABLE 


Joseph McCabe 
ARE STILL AVAILABLE? 


As a special feature in honor of his forth- 
coming birthday on November 11th. He 
would have been 92 years old. 

WE OFFER: 


e Eighty Years a Rebel 

e Why | Left the Church 

e Thomas Paine’s Revolt Against the Bible 

e History of Satanism 

e Debunkingt the Lourdes ‘“‘Miracles”’ 

e Judged — What 500 Outstanding Men 
Have Said About the Roman Catholic 
Church 

e Rome Irreconceivable with Democracy 

e The Totalitarian Church of Rome 

e The Origin and Meaning of Ideas 

e The Columbia Encyclopedia’s Crimes 
Against the Truth 

e The Lies and fallacies of the Encyclopedia 
Brittanica 

e Biographical Dictionary of Ancient, 
Medieval and Modern Freethinkers 

e Rome Puts a Blight on Culture 

e The Myth of Catholic Scholarship 

e The Church, Enemy of the Workers 

e Rome’s Syllabus of Condemned Opinions 


THE COMPLETE SET OF 16 VOLUMES 
Value $9.00 - for $6.00 


ANY SELECTION OF 4 VOLUMES 
for $2.00 


ANY SELECTION OF 8 VOLUMES 
for $3.75 


Order NOW from — 
BOOK SERVICE 


American Rationalist 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 


Write for new catalog, our combination 
offers, listings of second-hand books and 
reference books (dictionaries, encyclopedias 











ARIZONA 


RATIONALIST | 
ORGANIZATIONS | 


ARIZONA SECULARISTS, U.S.A., P.O. | 
Box 893, Phoenix, Ariz. 


CALIFORNIA 
FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI- 
FORNIA, Dr. Vitali Negri, 1525 So. 
Western Ave., los Angeles, Calif 
SAN DIEGO FREETHINKERS SOCIETY, | 
933 9th Ave., San Diego 1. Meets 
every Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 


COLORADO | 
JEFFERSON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF COLORADO, Herman O. Schutz, 


1351 Washington St., Denver 3, Colo. | MICHIGAN 


COLORADO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, | 
contact: Frank Swancara, 285 S. Pearl 
St., Denver 9, Colorado. 


FLORIDA | 
FLORIDA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Albert S. Brown, Orangedale Rte., 
Green Cove Springs, Fla. 


ST. PETERSBURG RATIONALIST SO- | 
CIETY, contact: D. Sweet, 4635 - 21st | 
Ave., St. Peterburg 13, Fla. 

ILLINOIS 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS, | 
contact: Ralph Blois, 2208 Overdene | 
Ave., Rockford, Ill. | 


AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION, | 
CHICAGO CHAPTER, 615 Davis Street, 
Evanston, Illinois. 

FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF THE NO. | 
SIDE OF CHICAGO. Sec'y: Herman 
Massman, 2855 N. Ashland, Chicago 
13, Mlinois. | 
THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. | 
P.O. Box 7954, Chicago 80, Illinois. 
Meets the first Saturday of the month | 
at Toffenetti's, 72 West Randolph St., | 
Chicago, Ill., at 7:30 P.M, 
CZECHOSLOVAK CONGREGATION OF | 
FREETHINKERS, 4236 W. Cermak Rd., | 
Chicago 23, Illinois. 

FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 
Herman Massman, Sec'y, 2855 No. 
Ashland Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 
CHICAGO CHAPTER CRFA, 4236 W. 
Cermak Rd., Chicago 23, Ill. 
CICERO CHAPTER CRFA, 5701 
22nd Place, Cicero, Ill. 


CZECH RATIONALIST FEDERATION OF | 
AMERICA, 4236 W. Cermak Road, | 
Chicago 23, III, 


BOHEMIAN FREETHINKERS SCHOOLS | 
OF CHICAGO, 2548 S. Homan Ave., 
Chicago 23, Il. 


West | 


INDIANA 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF INDIANA, 
Sec'y: S. Edward Scott, R.R. 1, Box 


634, Anderson, Indiana, 


Contact also: Edd Doerr, 4022 Mead- 
ows Drive, E-1, Indianapolis, Ind. 


1OWA 


IOWA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, Sec'y: 
Elmer E. Hansen, 3632 Jones Street, 
Sioux City, lowa. | 





| MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT, 
CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


MINNESOTA 


MONTANA 
MONTANA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: D. D. Bartholomew, 819 S. 
3rd Ave., Bozeman, Mont. 

MISSOURI 
MISSOURI RATIONALIST SOCIETY. 
Contact: Sam Hill, 6517 Corbitt Ave., 
St. Lovis 14, Mo. 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS, | 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 
GERMAN SCHOOL ASS'N AND FREE 


NEBRASKA 


| OHIO 


KANSAS | 


KANSAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- 
tact: Carl R. Brown, Stockton, Kansas. | 


NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: Org. Comm. ARF, 2218 
St. Lovis Ave., St Lovis 6, Mo. 


| 


OKLAHOMA 


OKLAHOMA RATIONALIST SOCIETY. 
Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


OREGON 


OREGON RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview Av., 
Portland 12, Ore. 


| PENNSYLVANIA 


MARYLAND 
Contact: Org Comm., ARF., 2218 St. | 
Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. | 

| MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS RATIONALIST SO-| 


| 
CIETY. Contact: D. Mangioni, P.O. Box | 
13, Hanover Sta., Boston, Mass. | 


MICHIGAN RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
Contact: Org. Comm., ARF., 2218 St. 
Lovis Ave., St. lLovis 6, Mo 


MINNESOTA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact Wm. P. Schramm, Russell, Minn. 





COMMUNITY OF N, ST. LOUIS, INC., 
2218 St. Louis Ave. 

AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEBRASKA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, | 
contact: Org Comm. ARF, 2218 St. | 
Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEW ENGLAND STATES 


NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- | 
CIETY. Contact Don Henshaw, 54 Whit- | 
man St., Pawtucket, R.I. | 


NEW YORK | 


LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, | 
215 W. 98th St., New York 25, N. Y. | 
NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, 
Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., North 
Bergen, New Jersey. 

RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E. L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec’y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 

NEW YORK STATE RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: John A. English, 286 
3rd Ave., Troy, N.Y. 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- 
tact: Org Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis 
Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 


Chester M. Cadle, Box 5562, Cleve- 
land 1, Ohie. 





FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N. 
Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


| ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY, contact: Luis Segura, 1506 N. 
Ist St., Nampa, Idaho. 


| SOUTHERN STATES 


SOUTHERN STATES RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY. Sec'y: Ben W. Parnell, P.O. 
Box 179, Baton Rouge, La. 
Contact also: Buford W. Posey, R. 4, 
Philadelphia, Miss., or R. L. Bowman, 
1640 Welsh St., Memphis, Tenn. 
Org. Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis Ave., 
St. Lovis 6, Mo. 

TEXAS 
TEXAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E, May St., 
Yoakum, Tex. 
CONGREGATION OF CZECH 
ALISTS, 309% 


Texas. 


RATION- 
E. 29th St., Houston, 


UTAH 


UTAH RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Richard O. Pitner, 1223 Victoria Way, 
Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 
WASHINGTON 
WASHINGTON) RATIONALIST SOCIE- 
TY, Sec'y: C. H. Steffen, 1416-34th 
Ave., Seattle 22, Wash. 
Contact also: jim Cole, Rte 1, Box 323, 


Vashon, Weathington. 

| WISCONSIN 
FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Hall, 2617 
W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee 6, 
Wisconsin. 
JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 
2618 West Fond du Lac Ave., Mil- 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 

CANADA 
Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationaltst Society, please 


write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo., 
USA. 





The Oldest Freethought Journal 
in the World 


THE FREETHINKER 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON 
Celebrated its 75th anniversary re- 
still attacks superstition 
with youthful vigor and _ intelligence. 


Subscription $4.50 


a year for 52 issues. 


cently and 


The American Rationalist 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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JUST OFF THE PRESS — 


SO YOU MAY KNOW — 8 page pamphlet 
of essential information 


GIORDANO BRUNO — 12 page reprint of 
Dr. Kessler's article about this for- 
gotten philosopher burnt at the stake 
in 1600. 


THE RATIONALIST CHALLENGE and 

FAITH IN MAN 
16 page reprint of two editorials of 
Dr. Lowell H. Coate 


One set of all three 50c 
Three sets $1.00 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Louis Ave. ° St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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Coming Soon! Coming Soon! 
OUR RATIONALIST HERITAGE 
With Excerpts from Socrates to Haeckel 
A RATIONALIST BOOK CLUB SELECTION 
$1.25 
BOOK SERVICE - AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 











A New Booklet — 


So You May Know... 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 
NON-RATIONALISTS 


Vv 
Contains Four Sections: 
* How the Bible originated 


* Description of and selections 
from the Syllabus of Errors of 
Pope Pius IX. 


* Selections from Luther's Theses 
* Undemocratic pronouncements of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
8 pages crammed with excellent points 
for everyone to read Protestants, 
Catholics or liberals. 
15 cents each — 10 for $1.00 
100 for $5.00 — 500 for $22.50 
1000 for $40.00 


Published by 
Rationalist Association 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St Louis 6, Mo. 
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THE BIRTH OF THE GOSPEL 
by WILLIAM BENJAMIN SMITH 


Smith finds the Gospels a magnificent allegory, not 
a chronicle of events. He presents powerful evidence 
for this, drawn from wide critical researches on bibli- 
“hard 
a challenge to scholars and to the thought- 


cal and uncanonical literature. He is conceded 
to refute", 
ful layman. 

xxi, plus 232 pp. — Now $2.00 


Order through: 


AR BOOK SERVICE 
2218 St. Louis Ave. ° St. Louis 6, Mo. 





TWO AR REPRINTS IN ONE PAMPHLET 
THE RATIONALIST CHALLENGE 


and 
FAITH IN MAN 
by Lowell H. Coate 
16 pages 


Price 20c - 7 for $1.00 


BOOK SERVICE 


RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 
2218 St. Louis Avenue St. Lovis 6, Mo. 











* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
418 Anti-Clerical Jokes 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Freethought's Only Joke Book 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Unique - Hilarious - 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
A Wonderful Present 


Biting 


Get your copy before the first edition 
is sold out — $1.25 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 





LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


offered to readers of 
The American Rationalist 
at $120.00 
Payable, if preferred, within a two-year 
period. The Rationalist Association is 
incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Missouri as a non-profit organization. 


For information write to: 
RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 











